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Ron Spear-EDITOR

to restore man to his perfect Eden home,
and to the tree of life. Let us not forget
that one sin took Adam and Eve out of
the garden of Eden, and one sin un-
confessed and unforsaken will keep any
one from going back.

The heart of the gospel then is found in
the cleansing of the sanctuary service, and
the heart of the sanctuary message is the
final atonement for man in thc Most Holy
Place. The cleansing of the sanctuary in
heaven is directly rclated to the cleansing
of our soul temple from all sin. When
sinners understand this great principle of
the gospel, then Jesus our High Priest will
cleanse the Most Holy Place in heaven.

Let us not forget God's perfect,
righteous law has been broken by all, for
all have sinned. There is only one defini-
tion of sin, and that is transgression of
His perfect law. 1 John 3:4. The heart of
the law is Jesus' holy Sabbath. He is the
Author of this sacred day, and it can be
kept only by the faith of Jesus living in
us moment by moment. This great truth
is the gospel: keeping His holy day
accordingly. "If thou turn away thy foot
from the sabbath, from doing thy
pleasure on my holy day; and call the
sabbath a delight, the holy of the Lord,
honourable; and shalt honour Him, not
doing thine own ways, nor finding thine
own pleasure, nor speaking thine own
words: then shalt thou delight thyself in
the Lord." Isaiah 58:13-14

The gospel, then, when obeyed in
adoration for the Lawgiver will lead the
believer to covet His perfect obedience
to God's perfect law. This goal is the
purpose and the complctc fulfillment of
the gospel.

"Those only who through faith in
Christ obey all of God's commandments
will reach the condition of sinlessness in
which Adam lived before his transgres-
sion. They testify to their love of Christ
by obeying all His precepts." The
Seventh-day Adventist Bible Commen-
tary, vol. 6, 1118 0

when he is so sorry for sin that he asks
God for repentance. See Acts 5:31-32;
2 Corinthians 7:9-10. He is willing to be
made willing to submit his will to the
will of God in loving obcdicnce to all
truth (see Steps to Christ, 47; Thoughts
From Ihe MOUIlI ofBlessing, 52), and as
he progresses in sanctification, the Holy
Spirit is his Teacher and his Protector.
Angels are his close companions to hold
him in his relationship to Christ in justi-
fication. Then God can treat him as if he
had never sinned. See Steps to Christ,
62. He is then justified by faith in Christ.
Then Christ's perfect life can and will be
imputed and imparted to the sinner's
life, which brings peace and security
even in adversity.

"Therefore being justified by faith,
we have peace with God through our
Lord Jesus Christ." Romans 5:1

"Faith is simple in its operation and
powerful in its results. Many professed
Christians, who have a knowledge of the
sacred Word, and believe its truth, fail in
the childlike trust that is essential to the
religion of Jesus. They do not reach out
with that peCUliar touch that brings the
virtue of healing to the soul." The
Sevelllh-day Advelllisl Bible Commen-
tary, vol. 6, 1074

Many Christians have never really
experienced Jesus' faith. What a trag-
edyl Our only hope of salvation is
through His faith in daily operation in
the life, and no one can be justified while
practicing known sin or neglecting
known duty.

"But while God can be just, and yet
justify the sinner through the merits of
Christ, no man can cover his soul with
the garments of Christ's righteousness
while practicing known sins, or neglect-
ing known duties. God requires the en-
tire surrender of the heart, before justifi-
cation can take place; and in order for
man to retain justification, there must be
continual obedience, through active,
living faith that works by lovc and puri-
fies the soul." SelectedMessages, voL 1,
366

The gospel then is God's perfect plan

W HAT is the gospel? The gospel is
the manifestation of God's power

to create and to recreate man is His own
image. It is the saving power ofGod for
those who believe in Jesus as their
Saviour, and who are willing to be made
willing to bring their will into obedience
to all known truth. Truth and faith are
vital; they afC working partners in God's
great plan to redeem the fallen race.
Also the gospel makes men just and
righteous, when truth is lovingly
obeyed. We then can live by the faith of
Jesus.

"For I am not ashamed of the gospcl
of Christ: for it is the power of God unto
salvation to everyone that believeth; to
the Jew first, and also to the Greek. For
therein is the righteousness of God re-
vealed from faith to faith: as it is written,
The just shall live by faith." Romans
1:16-17
The gospel is the power of God unto

salvation, and Jesus is that power to
save, because He is the Word. See John
1:12. The Word was made flesh and
dwclt among men, that the righteousness
of God might be revealed.

The righteousness of God is His
character. It is what God does. It is His
way, and to be restored to Eden and
eternal life, man must make his way
God's way. The gospel reveals His way
to us. The Bible and the Spirit of Proph-
ecy are God's statement of His way of
righteousness. This truth is summed up
in His righteous law, the Ten Command-
ments.

God gave to the remnant church a
special message for the end time; it is the
re-emphasizing of the everlasting
gospel, portrayed in the cleansing of the
sanctuary, and in the three angels' mes-
sages, which show that justification and
sanctification are the hcart of the gospel.

The sinner can be justified only
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THE MA6INOT LINE Of ADVENTISM

Kevin an avid student of Scripture
as it relates to current events, writes from
Redlands, California.

elitism" and "an ever-burgeoning spirit
of worldliness, which relegates the
counsels of God to another era," he
further stated, "We tend to reject or
explain away those revelations which
call for hard, stem battles with self,
Spartan discipline, and rejection of cer-
tain current or popular views. This selec-
tive acceptance seems especially preva-
lent in regard to God's messages to His
remnant church through Ellen G.
White." The professor concluded,
"Honestly now, is pharisaism, an exces-
sive care in keeping the law, really our
problem? Or are we plagued with the
curse of Sadduceeism, selective accept-
ance of revelation, eager compliance
with current trends, materialism?"2
If this article made sense sixteen

years ago, it makes even more sense
today. The obsession of Adventism's
popular speakers and writers with the
dangers of legalism has continued un-
abated, despite overwhelming evi-
dence that liberalism, worldliness, and
self-indulgence dominate the contem-
porary church. Strangely enough, this
obsession is not found only aroong
those who could fairly be described as

The Maginot Line ofAdventism

It is the present writer's firm convic-
tion that the modern Seventh-day Ad-

I N 1929, French statesman Andre Louis-
Rene Maginot became his country's

minister of war. For eleven years he had
urged his government to install a defensive
military line on its eastern frontier, to insure
that France would never again suffer inva-
sion by the powers of central Europe. Now,
at long last, his desire would be granted.
From the Swiss to the Belgian border,
earthmoving equipment cut a huge gash in
the ground, into which went tank traps,
concrete, and heavy guns. Whole military
cities were buried beneath the soil of AI-
sace-Lorraine, a protective bulwark known
to history as theMaginot line.

But elaborate as this defensive shield
was, it had one big problem. It was
stationary. Its effectiveness depended en-
tirely on the direction from which a future
attack ntight come. None could foresee
what would happen on the morning of
May 10, 1940, when the German army
struck, not through AJsace-Lorraine, as
before, but through the hilly Ardennes
forest, devouring Belgium, Holland, and
eventually France. The Nazi blitzkrieg
simply bypassed the Maginot Line, catch-
ing the Allies by complete surprise.

ventist Church has developed a spiritual
Maginot Line. And like the French in
1940, we too have been caught by
complete surprise.

On June 10, 1976, the Review and
Herald ran a cover article with the title,
"Let's Give the Pharisees a Rest."l I still
remember, as a sixteen-year-old, remov-
ing the mail from our family mailbox
and my eye catching this title, which
sounded very much the way my young
mind was perceiving the church's
developing crisis. Before doing anything
else, I sat in our living room and read the
article. Immediately I could feel the
author's and my heart beating in unison.
Finally, someone else was noticing what
1, even as a teen-ager, recognized as a
dangerous trend within the church.
The author, then professor of com-

munications at Southern Missionary
College, observed that "We constantly
hear polemics, sermons, talks, articles,
snide allusions, and letters to the editor
berating Pharisees and pharisaism.
While not denying the destructive im-
pact and misguided notions produced by
pharisaisrnJ he maintained: "Yet, as I
have observed large-city pastorates and
college and university campuses, I do
not fear a resurgence of rigid ultralegal-
ism." Proceeding to cite the more ob-
vious modern pitfalls of "intellectual

4 Our Firm Foundation March 1993



Modem Adventists have not only concluded
mistakenly that pharisaic legalism would be
the church's great danger at the close of time;
they have also fundamentally misunderstood
what legalism is-and what it is not

liberals, or those who embrace what
has come to be known as the New
Theology. Among those who com-
monly promote the historical and theo-
logical issues connected with the 1888
message, one frequently finds a strong
emphasis on the perils of legalism.
Such speakers often remind historic
Adventists that those who rejected
God's message at Minneapolis a cen-
tury ago were also historic Adventists
in their theology and lifestyle. Such
statements may indeed serve as hum-
bling reminders to conservative Ad-
ventists who may be tempted to rest on
their theoretical laurels. But in making
such statements, one must always be
mindful of the audience being
addressed. If remarks like these are
made before a group of largely conser-
vative Adventists, that is one thing. But
if, by contrast, they are made on a
North American Adventist college
campus, where liberal intellectualism
and worldliness far exceed legalism as
the dominant features of apostasy, one
is led to question the wisdom of such
an emphasis. One Adventist scholar
who likes to think of himself as conser-
vative, delights in telling students and
church members in the very liberal
Adventist community where he lives,
that the murderers of Christ were
health-reforming, tithe-paying Sab-
bathkeepers. It is true, of course. But it
is difficult not to regard such state-
ments as seriously ill-advised in a com-
munity where health reform, consistent
tithing, and faithful Sabbath obser-
vance are widely treated with scholarly
disdain, ridicule and scorn.

We would do well to remember the
experience of Jesus in the synagogue at
Nazareth, when He publicly read from
the sixty-first Chapter of Isaiah. Ellen
White speaks of how He deliberately left
out a certain portion of the text, one
commonly misapplied by those present.
Recounting the story, she writes, "Hav-
ing read the words, 'To proclaim the
acceptable year of the Lord,' He omitted
the phrase, 'and the day of vengeance of
our God.' Isaiah 61:2. This was just as
much truth as was the first of the proph-
ecy, and by His silence Jesus did not
deny the truth. But this last expression
was that upon which His hearers
delighted to dwell, and which they were
desirous of fulfilling.,,3 lndeed, danger
signals should"always flash in the Chris-
tian's mind when religious themes be-
come popular. God's Word gives every

indication that truth will never be popu-
lar, either in the church or the world.
And few can escape the fact that preach-
ing against legalism has become very
popular in the Anglo-Saxon Adventist
Church. And dare we ask whether this
popular emphasis has produced a greater
interest in holiness, greater faithfulness
to God's standards as revealed in Scrip-
ture and the Spirit of Prophecy, greater
attentiveness to inspired counsel in the
management of our institutions? Dare
we ask, indeed!

While differences of time and place
never justify tampering with the sub-

stance of divine truth, the manner in
which truth is stated may vary, depend-
ing on the situation to which truth is
addressed. Paul wrote very differently to
the adulterers in Corinth than he did to
the legalists in Galatia. The gospel he
preached was the same, to be sure. But
the areas of emphasis were clearly
different. By the same token, neither a
graduate degree nor a host of long argu-
ments is needed to demonstrate that the
Adventist Church to which the 1888
message was fIrst addressed was a fun-
damentally different place from the Ad-
ventist Church of today. Among other
reasons, the world in which the church
found itself at that time was a radically
different place. American and Western
culture a hundred years ago was still
very much a world of daring pioneers,
courageous missionaries who fearlessly
braved oceans and jungles, and a society
where-for most people -hard work on
a scale rarely appreciated in our present
context, was essential to sustain even a
modicum of comfort. This does not
mean, of course, that self-indulgence
and moral looseness were not powerful
forces in that time as in ours. But these
were not as much a part of accepted
culture then as they are now. People had
to work much harder in those days for
things most people now take for granted.
It is therefore easy to understand how

the spirit of legalistic self-sufficiency
could flourish in such a culture, as dis-
linct from a culture characterized by
credit cards, quick prosperity and medi-
cines promising instant relief.

The Bottom Line of Legalism

To return to our illustration at the
beginning, the Maginot Line would
probably have failed in protecting
France, even if the Germans had struck
from that direction. The protracted
trench warfare of the First World War,
from which perspective the Maginot

Line was constructed, bore little resem-
blance to the tractored panzers and co-
ordinated air power ofWorld War II. Not
only had the French miscalculated the
direction from which a future attack
might come; they had also failed to
anticipate the nature of the attack. Both
miscalculations were responsible for
their defeat in 1940.
By the same token, modern Advent-

ists have not only concluded, mis-
takenly, that pharisaic legalism would be
the church's great danger at the close of
time; they have also fundamentally mis-
understood what legalism is-and what
it is not. The fIrst mistake should have
been easy enough to avoid. Nearly every
Biblical and Spirit of Prophecy descrip-
tion of the church's state at the end of
time focuses on laxity, careless living,
and permissiveness as the primary apos-
tate conditions. Ellen White in particular
makes it quite obvious when she de-
scribes legalistic tendencies as distinct
from the other kind, speaking at one
point of how the church had "preached
the law until we are dry as the hills of
Gilboa.'" Nowhere does she indicate
that such preaching will be the church's
big problem just before Jesus comes.
When describing the Papacy's universal
appeal, she makes an even clearer dis-
tinction: "It [catholicism] is prepared
for two classes of mankind, embracing
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The legalism of which the Jews were so guilty
was as much a matter of righteousness by
heredity as by behavior-perhaps more so

nearly the whole world-those who
would be saved by their merits, and
those who would be saved in their
sins.'" The Sacred Record indicates that
not only has the latter viewpoint been
the more dominant through the course of
history, but that it will also be the more
dominant when the world confronts its
final test.

Some will point to an Ellen White
statement which speaks of how "the trials
of the children of Israel, and their attitude

just before the first coming ofChrist, have
been presented before me again and again
to illustrate the position of the people of
God in their experience before the second
coming of Christ."· The assumption is
thus made that because the Jews at the
time of Jesus' first coming were exces-
sively preoccupied with law-keeping, we
can expect the church before His second
coming to be plagued by similar prob-
lems. But a closer look at the context of
this statcmcnt, together with similar pas-
sages by the same author, gives a much
broader picture of the church's predica-
ment at both times. Here and elsewhere,
Ellen White is speaking in general terms
of spiritual rebellion and a refusal to heed
divine counsel. In no way can the above
statement, when combined with the total-
ity of Ellen White's emphasis and coun-
sels to the church at the end of time, be
construed to imply that the obsessive
law-keeping of the pharisaic brandwill be
the church's principal danger in the final
conflict.

But what is the bottom line oflegalism
as described in the Bible? I believe that
three pivotal statements, made by three of
the most decisive New Testament voices,
will provide the answer. Addressing the
scribes and Pharisees on the banks of the
Jordan, John the Baptist declared: "You
brood of vipers! Who warned you to fIee
from the wrath to come? Bear fruit that
befits repentance, and do not presume to
say to yourselves, 'We have Abraham as
our father'; for I tell you, God is able from
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these stones to raise up children to
Abraham. Even now the axe is laid to the
root of the trees; every tree therefore that
does not bear good fruit is cut down and
thrown into the fIre." Matthew 3:7-10'

1\venty chapters later, speaking to
the same group, Jesus declared: "The
scribes and the Pharisees sit on Moses'
seat; so practice and observe whatever
they tell you, but not what they do; for
they preach, but do not practice. . . .
Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hyp-

ocrites! for you tithe mint and dill and
cumin, and have neglected the weightier
matters of the law,justice and mercy and
faith; these you ought to have done,
without neglecting the others. You blind
guides, straining out a gnat and swallow-
ing a camel! Woe to you, scribes and
Pharisees, hypocrites! for you cleanse
the outside of the cup and of the plate,
but inside they are full of extortion and
rapacity. You blind Pharisee! first
cleanse the inside of the cup and of the
plate, that the outside also may be clean.
Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hyp-
ocrites! for you are like whitewashed
tombs, which outwardly appear beauti-
ful, but within they are full of dead
men's bones and all uncleanness. So you
also outwardly appear righteous to men,
but within you are full of hypocrisy and
iniquity." Matthew 23:2-3; 23-28

The apostle Paul expressed similar
concerns in his controversy with the
Judaizers: "For it is not the hearers of the
law who are righteous before God, but
the doers of the law who will be
justified." Romans 2:13

1\vo major characteristics stand out
in the above descriptions of first-century
legalism:

1. Superficial holiness. The above
verses make a number of statements
which indicate the superficial nature of
legalistic, pharisaical righteousness.
One of the most significant of these is
John the Baptist's warning that mere
biological descent from Abraham was

not enough to assure Goers favor. The
necessity of this warning can hardly be
overstated, especially in view of the
divisive struggles later years would wil-
ness over the role of Jews and Gentiles
in the Christian church. Commenting on
the Jewish altitude toward this question
before and during the time of Christ,
Ellen White observes: "They [the Jews]
did not become the light of the world,
but shut themselves away from the
world in order to escape temptation to
idolatry. . . . The Jews looked upon
Jerusalem as their heaven, and they were
actually jealous lest the Lord should
show mercy to the Gentiles.us

"Philosophers endeavored to study
into the mystery of the Hebrew econ-
omy. But the bigotry of the Jews
hindered the spread of the light. Intent
on maintaining the separation between
themselves and other nations, they were
unwilling to impart the knowledge they
still possessed concerning the symbolic
service."9

We soon begin to understand that the
legalism of which the Jews were so
guilty was as much a malter of right-
eousness by heredity as by behavior-
perhaps more so. For this class, merely
being a Jew was sufficient to secure
salvation. The Jewish community is not
totally devoid of this mentality even
today. I well remember a panel discus-
sion by a group of clergymen on televi-
sion some years ago. The topic for the
afternoon was the punishment of the
wicked, and each panelist presented
different theological views. A Jewish
rabbi was present, but he remained silent
through most of the discussion. Finally,
toward the end, he was asked for his
opinion. With total seriousness he stated
that the issue in question really did not
matter to him, because according to his
understanding of Judaism, no Jew was
going to hell anyway.

Jesus, of course, spoke most strongly
regarding superficial holiness when He
condemned the Pharisees for not practic-
ing what they preached (Matthew 23:3),
and for appearing outwardly righteous
while remaining corrupt within (verses
25-28). No better description of legal-
ism could apply in any age. Paul's com-
ment in Romans 2 about hearers and
doers calls to mind another inspired
description of legalism, one which also
denotes superficiality: "The greatest de-
ception of the human mind in Christ's
day was that a mere assent to the truth
constitutes righteousness."'o



The legalistic attention to law-keeping serves
Satan's purpose only because the end result is
law-breaking

2. Selective holiness. Holiness that is
superficial is inevitably selective. This
fact is obvious, for complete holiness is
possible only when the heart and life are
totally surrendered to divine power.
Jesus described selective holiness when
He spoke of how the Pharisces paid tithe
of seasoning herbs while omitting the
weightier matters of the law (Matthew
23:23-24). We read elsewhere that "by
the Babylonish captivity the Israelites
were effectually cured of the worship of
graven irnages."u Sadly, it seems to
have been the only aspect of law-break-
ing of which they were cured. The post-
exilic history of the Jewish nation offers
tragic evidence that most of the apostate
conditions which brought about the cap-
tivity continued through the ccnturies
which followed.

Here we discover the ultimate trade-
mark of every false religion. Whether
that religion wears the mask of rigid
piety, as did that of the Pharisees, or the
mask of cheap grace, like so much of
contemporary Adventism, the end result
is that the unconverted heart hangs on to
its favorite sins. Like the extremes of
right and left in politics, the false gos-
pcls of legalism and cheap grace eventu-
ally bear a striking similarity. Ellen
White declares that "The principle that
man can Sllve himself by his own works
lay at the foundation of every heathen
religion; it had now become the prin-
ciple of the Jewish religion. Satan had
implanted this principle. Wherever it is
held, mcn have no barrier against sin.>712
Why does such a religion offer no bar-
rier against sin? Because legalism, like
every devilish countcrfeit, inevitably in-
volves the cherishing of some sin. And
as the prophet writes elsewhere, "Even
one wrong trait of Character, one sinful
desire cherished, will eventually neutral-
ize all the power of the gospeL"13

Perhaps even more than first-century
Judaism, the story of Catholicism during
the Middle Ages graphically illustrates
how vice, self-indulgence, and cruelty can
nourish beneath a mask of religiosity. The
lurid history of medieval Christianity is
not so much a tale of believers trying hard
to be good as a tale of people doing
exactly as they pleased while claiming to
be Christians on account of certain forms
and ceremonies kept meticulously intact.
Such practices as penance and the sale of
indulgences are perhaps the best ex-
amples of this inconsistency. By kissing
engravings of the cross while ascending
"Pilate's staircase," or by joining a

crusade to butcher Waldenses in the Pied-
mont valley, one could absolve himself of
guilt for many, if not all, sins committed
thercafter. Such theology is not far re-
moved from the "umbrella" of forensic
justification taught by many contem-
porary Adventists,'4 deseribed by some as
"overarching forgiveness,"15 under which
a multitude of sins continue unabated. Of
this striking sintilarity of principle be-
tween legalism and the gospel of cheap
grace, some have concluded that every
alternative to the biblical gospel must
therefore be characterized as legalism.
But regardless of the sincerity (and to
some degree, the accuracy) of such obser-
vations, this use of terminology often
results in great confusion for the listener.
To begin with, while the inspired pen does
speak ofworks-rightcousness as the foun-
dation of every heathen religion, we no-
where read that every decision to rebel
against God is motivated by the desire to
work one's way to heaven. We need also
to remember another inspired statement
quoted earlier, one which speaks of "two
classes of mankind, embracing nearly the
whole world-those who would be saved
by their merits, and those who would be

saved in their Sins."16 However similar
these two philosophies may be at the
bottom line, their expression in religious
belief and practice is often very different.
It is therefore best to follow the example
of Inspiration in using different language
to describe these different systems of
thought.

We need to remember, throughout
this discussion, Ellen White's repeated
declaration that the central issue in the
great controversy is over whether God's
law can in fact be obeyed.!' Unless our
terms are defined very carefully, people
can become very confused if we say that
faith versus works is the central issue.
The only reason Satan uses legalism to
ensnare a certain class is that he knows
the end result will be disobedience to
God's law. We can be sure that Satan

receives no great thrill watching people
pay attention to God's commandments,
for whatever reason. The legalistic atten-
tion to law-keeping serves his purpose
only because the end result is law break-
ing. In her description of Jewish legal-
ism, Ellen White points out this fact:

"With all their minute and burden-
some injunctions, it was an impossibility
to keep the law. Those who desired to
serve God, and who tried to observe thc
rabbinical precepts, toiled under a heavy
burden. They could find no rest from the
accusings of a troubled conscience. Thus
Satan worked to discourage the people, to
lower their conception of the character of
God, and to bring the faith of Israel into
contempt. Hc hoped to establish the claim
put forth when he rebelled in heaven-
that the requirements of God were unjust,
and could not be obeyed. Evcn Israel, he
declared, did not keep the law."IB

A word of clarification should be
offered regarding the definition of legal-
ism as man striving in his own strength to
obey God. This definition is correct, of
course. Ellen White observes: "The effort
that man makes in his own strength to
obtain salvation, is represented by the

offering of Cain. AJI that man can do
without Christ is polluted with selfishness
and sin, but that which is wrought through
faith is acceptable to God."19 Striving in
one's own strength is the inevitable result
of selective holiness, since only a heart
fully surrendered to God's revealed will
experiences God's converting power. But
we must also remember that few who
strive in their own strength actually
believe that is what they are doing. Few
Christians consciously believe they can
be good without God. Cain certainly
desired the power of God in his life; else
he probably would not have bothered
bringing a Sllcrifice at all. In Christ's
parable of the Pharisee and the pUblican,
the Pharisee thanked God, not himself,
that he was not like other men (Luke

Continued on 27
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A question we must all ask ourselves
..t'"\..iS, Does where we live have a
significant impact upon our mental,
physical and spiritual health and wel-
fare? I believe it does, and I also believe
it can be easily seen from common-
sense, present-day facts, and biblical
example.

Common sense, which I believe is
uncommon nowadays, will lead us to ask
questions such as this: If the city environ-
ment is the healthiest for us, why then do
so many seek to escape from it for their
weekends, holidays and vacations? I live
in northwestern Montana, where my
home looks out on Glacier National Park.
Last year about two and one-half miIIion
visitors passed through this crown of the
continent, with its diverse wildlife, crys-
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tal-clear mountain lakes and streams and
awesome, snow-covered, majestic peaks.
Here miIIions come every year to fmd that
rest, solitude and tranquility absent in the
city life. All year long the stress, tension,
fatigue, rush and scurry builds, and it is in
places like this where the masses of
mankind seek to unwind.

How much more conducive to their
mental, physical and spiritual well-being
would it be for these families, if they
would find a few quiet country acres,
thirty or forty minutes from the hustle
and bustle of the city, and there establish
their island of refuge and rest. Perhaps
just four or five acres with some trees, a
little garden and some room to breathe
free. Here the children will be free from
the uncontrollable neighborhood asso-

Jim Hohnberger

ciations which prove detrimental to their
character development. Here they will
be free to explore the mysteries of nature
and nature's God, rather than the world-
liness and evils of the city. Here they
will be shielded from temptation and be
trained and educated for usefulness.

In the city, the children, having noth-
ing to do when not in school, obtain a
street education. From worldly associ-
ates they acquire habits of vice that may
take a lifetime to undo. All of us have
seen the results of such associations, but
few of us realize the importance of
shunning, so far as possible, all associa-
tions unfriendly to our and our chil-
dren's physical, mental and spiritual
well-being. I believe it has become self-
evident, the world over, that cities have
become hotbeds of vice. On every hand
are the sights and sounds and tastes of
evil. Everywhere are the enticements to
sensuality and dissipation. There is no
question that the tide of corruption and
crime is swelling to unprecedented
levels. Every day brings the news of
violence, robberies, mwders, suicides
and crimes urmameable.

While on a recent journey I had the
opportunity to visit my home town, a
relatively small city of 60,000. Here my
mother cautioned me not to allow my
wife to go to the grocery store alone,
especially at night, nor to allow my two
boys to walk around the block un-
chaperoned. Why? Because women and
children had been abducted just a few
blocks from where I had been raised.
How absurd! I thought. I used to walk
these streets unencumbered as a youth
growing up. But not any more, not even
in this middle-class neighborhood ofmy
youth.

In comparison to a country setting,
life in the cities, even small ones, is
false and artificial. There is an intense,
overwhelming passion for money get-
ting, a continuous whirl of excitement
and pleasure seeking, a thirst for dis-
play, luxury and extravagance; all
these are forces that, with the great
majority of mankind, are turning the
mind from life's true purpose. They
have opened the door to a thousand
evils, and upon our youth and even
upon us adults they have an almost
irresistible power.

Jim and Sally Hohnberger, of Restoration
live in Polebridge,

and they have dedicated their lives full time to
reaching allpeople with the practical gospel.



Friends, God is saying to us again today, "Up,
get you out of these places." Will you listen?
Will you, for the welfare of your children and
spouse, escape these centers of crime?

What of the physical surroundings in
the cities? Are they not a peril to health?
There is a constant liability to contact with
disease, a definite prevalence of foul,
smelly air, not to mention the heavily
treated, chcmicalizcd impure water.

It was certainly not God's purpose that
His people should be crowdcd into cities,
huddled togcther like sardines in homes
and apartment complexes. No, in the
beginning God placed our first parents,
Adam and Eve, amid beautiful sights and
sounds, the same as He desires us to live
in today. My wife and I have found that
the more nearly we come into harmony
with God's original plan of life, the more
favorable it has been for us to secure
health of body, mind, and soul for us and
for our two teen-age boys. What a bless-
ing it has been for us to move to our
country setting!

The Lord would have us appreciate
the need to move to the country, and yet
not become discouraged if the way does
not open immediately before us.
"The angels of mercy hurried Lot

and his wife and daughters by taking
hold of their hands. Had Lot hastened as
the Lord dcsired him to, his wife would
not have become a pillar of sail. Lot had
too much of a lingering spirit. Let us not
be like him. The same voice that warned
Lot to LEAVE Sodom bids us, 'Come
out from among thcm, and be ye sepa-
ratc, ... and touch nol the unclean.'
2 Corinthians 6: 17. Thosc who obey this
warning will find a refuge. Let every
man be wide awake for himself, and try
to save his family. Let him gird himself
for the work. God will reveal from point
to poim what to do next." Selected Mes-
sages, book 2, 354; emphasis supplied in
all quotations

"More and morc, as time advances,
our people will have to leave the cilies.
For years we have been instructed that
OUf brethren and sisters, and especially
families with children, should plan to
leave the cities as the way opens before
them to do so. Many will have to labor
earnestly to help open the way. But until
it is possible for them to leave, so long as
they remain, they should be most active
in doing missionary work, however
limited their sphere of influence may be.
As they yield their taients and their all to
God to be used as He may direct; as they
live out their consecration by engaging
in practical missionary work wherever
opportunity affords, God will bless them
with wisdom and discretion, and in His
own way and lime He will make it

possible for them to place themselves
where they will not be surrounded con-
stanlly with the contaminating in-
fluences of modern city life." Review
and Herald, vol. 5, 278

In the country we have cut off every
influence and sundered every tie imperil-
ing the two precious souls committed to
our care. Here we are bringing them up in
the admonition and the instruction of the
Lord. Here their mother and father work
together in a home-schooling setting to
train and educate them for true usefulness.
And when not being schooied in the

academics, they are being trained in all
the household tasks and duties, such as
carpentry, plumbing, electrical work, car
maintenance, cooking, cleaning and gar-
dening. For recreation, they arc involved
in the quiet, natural, noncompetitive
sports, such as cross-country skiing, back-
packing, mountain-climbing, caving,
camping, canoeing, wildlife photography,
all with a moral-spiritual emphasis. Such
a life of natural wholesome adventure
awaits them. How truly invigorating this
way of life is to their overall develop-
ment! This lifestyle is as God would have
it, for in the beginning, "God planted a
garden eastward in Eden; and there He put
the man whom He had formed." Genesis
2:8. God is again entreating all to "Come
to the Quiet."

Genesis recounts the parallel of the
lives of two men: Abraham and Lot. See
Genesis chapters 12-19. Here God calls
Abraham to leave the influence of his
idolatrous countrymen to go dwell in the
land of Canaan. We are told that Lot went
wilh him, but instead of dwelling in the
land of Canaan, he dwelled in the cities of
the plain, "and Lot ... pitched his tent
toward Sodom." Genesis 13:12. But
friends, the mcn of Sodom were wicked,
and the wickedness of that city was the
downfall ofLot's family. The city became
so wicked that God saw it was necessary
to destroy it. But in His great mercy He
desired to save Lot and his family, and

senl angels to rescue them. Lot pleaded
with his daughters, "Up, get you out of
this place; for the Lord will destroy this
city." Genesis 19:14. But his own daugh-
ters and sons-in-law mockcd him. They
had grown too accustomed to the evil of
Sodom. Friends, God is saying to us again
today, "Up, gct you out of these places."
Will you listen? Will you, for the welfare
of your children and spousc, escape these
centers of crime? Or arc you going to
laugh as did Lot's children and lose your
Life there? Sisters, arc you going to mourn
over having to leave these places, as did

Lot's wife? Remcmber, "His wife looked
back from behind him, and she became a
pillar of salt." Genesis 19:26. Her heart
was still in Sodom; she still longed for the
shopping malls, the extravagance, the
chitchat and the supposed ease of that city.

Perhaps Lot, as do some today, might
have justified living in Sodom so as to
evangelize it. But friends, how effective
was Lot's evangelism? Not even ten right-
eous persons could be found in all of
Sodom. Genesis 18:32. Lot was the only
"righteous" person in Sodom. He not only
failed in evangelizing Sodom, but Sodom
evangelized and killed his family.

Before it is too late, let us gather our
families out of the wicked influences of
the cities and, like Abraham, raise them a
safe distance from the Sodoms of today.
The resulls are clearly recorded for us in
Scripture. When Lot entered Sodom, he
fully intended to keep himself from its
iniquity. But he failed, miserably failed.
His only posterity wcre the two tribes, the
Moabites and the Ammonites, which
came from incest with his only two
daughters who escaped Sodom with him.
Two vile, idolatrous tribcs, rebels against
God. How terrible were the resulls that
followed one unwise step! Yet Lot could
have preserved his family and wife from
many evils, had he shunned the city, as did
Abraham. All the good that Lot and his
family did in Sodom could have been
done by them, even if they had lived a
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great distance away from the city.
Abraham walked with God, and yet he did
not live in the midst of any city, polluted
with every kind of violence and wicked-
ness, as did Lot in Sodom.

I would like to share a statement
from a letter my wife and I received
recently. It reads as follows: "We won't
be going places much, because even
now traffic is terrific. Lots of accidents.
Later it will even be worse. Papers are
loaded with every kind of mis-
demeanors, drugs, political corruption,
shootings, unsolved murders, drug
abuses. It's bad, bad and seems worse

because everything is made public; not a
thing is hushed up. In other states there's
as much and more but you only hear half
of what's going on. That's what is amaz-
ing here; police, sirens, helicopters all
day long, really weird, but I'm getting
used to it. Even with security guards it's
a testy deal, not only at night but in
broad daylight."

"But I'm getting used to it." I fear
that is the story of most people; they
have become used to it. But God is
saying to us all: "Escape for thy life;
look not behind thee, neither stay thou in
all the plain; escape to the mountain,

[country setting] lest thou be con-
sumed." Genesis 19:17

Friends, let us not argue with the
plain facts; let us usc uncommon sense;
let us learn from Lot's mistake, avail
ourselves of God's appointed means,
and get away from the cities to save our
families, before it is too late. Will you
not "Come to the Quiet"? 0

For a complete set ofseven tapes 011
the spiritual and the practicaL aspects of
country-living send $14.00 to Jim and
Sally Holl1lberger, Star Route, PoLe-
bridge, MT59928
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Thank you for the "Hope Liberty
News." I am so glad to see you are
printing what we need to know today in
keeping with Bible prophecy. Mrs.
White also predicted everything that is
happening right now.
Ifwe are rooted and grounded in the

truth, nothing can change that; if we are
not seeing the limes we arc living in,
then nothing can change that either. We
have been told our greatest enemies will
be those from within. May the Lord
continue to bless you and your wonder-
ful staff.
-LB, Florida

Praise God for Our Firm Founda-
tion! It has been a great blessing to me
ever since I joined the Seventh-day Ad-
ventist ChurCh, five-and-a-half years
ago. I am the editor of a church newslet-
ter, and your magazine has proven help-
ful in compiling material for my articles.

I was very sad and rather shocked to
read the North American Division's
"Action on Private Organizations l1 in the
December 3 Adventisr Review. Surely
our church leadership is in confusion as
to just what is dividing the church. Our
own local church has suffered division
over this subject, with some members
going so far as to ask that their names be
dropped from our membership.

Yesterday I received the latest edi-
tion of your newsletter. Enclosed with it
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was another newsletter entitled "Hope
Liberty News." Let me tell you, I have
been waiting all my Christian life for
such a newsletter! I hope this will be a
regular addition to your Hope Inter-
national newsletter.
J appreciate your ministry very

much. Keep up the good work. There arc
a lot of people praying for you out here.
-MT, Pennsylvania

We are thankful/or the manypositive
responses we have received regarding
the "Hope Liberty News" section ofour
newslelter. Our present plans are to
include this section on a bimonthly
basis.-EDITORS

After reading about the action taken
by General Conference leadership, I
have decided to give you my support. I
am not only a reader of Our Firm
dation, but also a supporter of your
defense of the Spirit of Prophecy in
upholding the standards which arc drag-
ging in the dust.

May God bless you and help you in
your work in defending the truths for our
times.
-AY, Ohio

For several years and longer I have
been greatly concerned about our
church's turning away from our basic
teachings. I had never heard ofOur Firm

Fowuiation, so the church cannot blame
you dear people for my concerns. I
thought I was the only one who knew and
felt deep concern for the actions of the
church. A dear friend said, "I have a little
paper that will help you." God bless you
for your paper. Please send a one-year gift
subscription to my
-MP, Texas

Enclosed is a donation which we are
sending for your organization in the
hope that it will be used wherever
needed most.

Because we love God's church as we
believe you do, we are glad that you
apprise your readers of necessary infor-
mation, but we want you to know that we
really appreciate your focusing on the
gospel and outreach, instead of attacking
church leaders. Your ministry appears to
have a right spirit, which is just as impor-
tant as having a right theology.
-CC, California

We arc enjoying the truth we find in
your magazine and newsletter. We have
watched the church quickly going
downhill ever since we joined in 1968. It
distresses us that when we go to church
we leave entertained but not spiritually
uplifted. At ages 70 and 75, we don't
have any time to fool around, and we do
want to be with Christ.
-AS, Texas
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The New Theology: A False Gospel
Christ ow Lord." Romans 6:23. "Know
ye not, that to whom ye yield yourselves
servants to obey, his servants ye are to
whom ye obey; whcther of sin unto
death, or of obedience unto righteous-
ness? But God be thanked, that ye were
the servants of sin, but ye have obeyed
from the heart that form of doctrine
which was delivered you. Being then
made free from sin, ye became the ser-
vants of righteousness. I speak after the
manner of men becausc of the infirmity
of your flesh: for as ye have yielded your
members servants to uncleanness and to
iniquity unto iniquity; even so now yield
your members servants to righteousness
unto holiness.

"For when ye were the servants of
sin ye were free from righteousness.
What fruit had ye then in those things
whereof ye are now ashamed? for the
end of those things is death. But now
being made frce from sin, and become
servants to God, ye have your fruit unto
holiness, and the end everlasting life.
For the wages of sin is death; but the gift
of God is eternal life through Jesus

POR a number of years the Seventh-
day Adventist Church has been

plagued with a false gospel called the
New Theology. What is it? What does it
mean to Scventh-day Adventist Chris-
tians?

First of all, we must bclieve that
Satan has come down with great wrath,
for he knows he has a very short time
before probation closes for the whole
human race. He is especially interested
in the Seventh-day Adventist Church
and its special Heaven-sent messages to
the world. He knows that Revelation 13,
14, and 17, identify the beast power, the
antichrist. He knows that Revelation
14:9-12 is a warning that must be given
by voice and pen in the loud cry. He also
knows that the three angels' messages
and the cleansing of the sanctuary are
the messages that will prepare a people
to give the final demonstration to the
world. This demonstation will show
what God can do with fallen human
beings, when they are willing to be made
willing to yield their will to God in
loving obedience to His righteous law

without compromise. See Evangelism,
190-196
Therefore the father of all lies has set

out, with all his demons, to delay this
event which will bring the great con-
troversy to an end. This demon is a master
counterfeiter. He has counterfeited every-
thing God has done. The Sabbath and the
state of the dead are primc examples of his
deceit. Billions of souls who have
believed his counterfeits have followed
him, to their eternal doom.

His greatest counterfeit, I believe, is
his counterfeit gospel that he has foisted
on the world since sin first began. What
does this false gospcl say? It says one
can be saved in sin instead of from sin as
the Bible teaches. "And she shall bring
forth a son, and thou shalt call his name
Jesus: for he shall save his people from
their sins." Matthew 1:21; emphasis
supplied

Jesus came to our sin-cursed world
for one rCason: because of a broken law
demanding the death of the law-breaker.
"For the wages of sin is death; but the
gift of God is eternal life through Jesus

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!I Ron Spear I!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
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When preachers tell us we will be sinning and
confessing without overcoming until Jesus
comes, we can be sure that they are adherents
of the New Theology and are denying the
Scriptures and the Spirit of Prophecy

Christ our Lord. Know ye not, brethren,
(for I speak to them that know the law,)
how that the law hath dominion over a
man as long as he liveth? For the woman
which hath a husband is bound by the
law to hcr husband so long as he liveth;
but if the husband be dead, she is loosed
from the law of her husband.

"So then if, while her husband liveth,
she be married to another man, she shali
be called an adulteress: but if her husband
be dead, she is free from that law; so that
she is no adulleress, though she be
married to another man. Wherefore, my
brethren, ye also are become dead to the
law by the body of Christ; that ye should
be married to another, even to him who is
raised from the dead, that we should bring
forth fruit unto God. For when we were in
the ncsh, the motions of sins, which were
by the law, did work in our members to
bring forth fruit unto death. But now we
arc delivered from the law, that being
dead wherein we were held; that we
should serve in newness of spirit, and not
in the oldness of the lettcr. What shali we
say then? Is the law sin? God forbid. Nay,
I had not known sin, but by the law: for I
had not known lust, except the law had
said, Thou shall not coveL" Romans
6:16-7:7

The only way we can identify sin is
by the law. Our prophet Ellen White says
that there is but one definition and that is
found in 1 John 3:4: "Whosoever com-
mitteth sin transgresseth also the law: for
sin is the transgression of the law."

All law-breakers are therefore con-
demncd by thc broken law to eternal
death. Jesus, our Creator, offered Him-
self as our Redeemer, and stepped be-
tween the law-breaker and His righteous
law. He accepted the death penally that
was ours, so that sinners could have a
second chance to prove their willing
obedience to the law with the help of the
Holy Spirit, whom Jesus would send to
all who are seeking after righteousness.

"Christ came to the world to counter-
act Satan's falsehood that God had made
a law which men could not keep. Taking
humanity upon Himself, He came to this
earth, and by a life of obedience showed
that God has not made a law that man
cannot keep. He showed that it is
possible for man perfectly to obey the
law. Those who accept Christ as their
Saviour, becoming partakers of His
divine nature, are enabled to follow His
example, living in obedience to every
precept of the law. Through the merits of
Christ, man is to show by his obedience
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that he could be trusted in heaven." The
Faith I Live By, 114

The master demon, the father of all
lies, has through his false gospel
deceived billions to believe that the law
of God cannot be kept, that God did
away with the law at Calvary, and that
now we are under grace and not under
the law. This is the devil's master lie. If
it were true, why did Christ come to
earth, taking our degenerate, fallen
humanity, and risking His position as
the Son of God? See The Desire of
Ages, 117,49; Romans 1:3; 8:3

Let us remember, if Jesus had failed
to live a perfect life, if He had broken the

law just once, He would have been in the
same position as Adam and Eve, a sin-
ner. And the whole human race would
have perished. There would have been
no salvation; Satan's charge thaI the law
could not be kept would have finally
swept the whole universe into rebellion.
We can never comprehend what John
3:16 means to US, not even after we have
enjoyed eternity for a billion years. God
the Father and His Son risked everything
to save us, and by His Son's life of
obedience to the law has now made it
possible for us to follow His example in
obedience to the law. "For even hereunto
were ye called: because Christ also
suffered for us, leaving us an example,
that ye should follow his steps: who did
no sin, neither was guile found in his
mouth: who, when he was reviled, re-
viled not again; when he suffered, he
threatened not; but committed himself to
him that judgeth righteously: who his
own self bare our sins in his own body
on the tree, that we, being dead to sins,
should live unto righteousness: by
whose stripes ye were healed." 1 Peter
2:21-24

''Though he were a Son, yet learned he
obedience by Ihe things which he
suffered; and being made perfect, he be-
came the author of elernal salvation unto
all them that obey him." Hebrews 5:8--9

"But whoso keepeth his word, in him
verily is the love of God perfected:
hereby know we that we are in him. He
that saith he abideth in him ought him-
self also so to walk, even as he walked!'
1 John 2:5-{;
If the law could have been changed,

Christ would have done thaI in Eden.
Then Jesus would have reprimanded
Adam and Eve and sent them back into
their garden home. But such a move
would have been a contradiction of His
character. Had God done such a thing, it
would have opened the floodgates of sin
and woe to the whole universe. The only
way God could solve the sin problem

was to offer His Son, the Creator of man,
to be his Substitute in the death which
the broken law demanded of him. But,
by His perfect obedience to the law, He
would open the way for fallen man to be
redeemed by following His example in
perfect law-keeping by the power of the
Holy Spirit working successfully in the
life to keep man from sin.

When preachers tell us we will be
sinning and confessing without over-
coming until Jesus comes, we can be
sure that they are adherents of the New
Theology and are denying the Scriptures
and the Spirit of Prophecy, which clearly
assert that there is power to keep the law
perfeetty. David understood this divine,
eternal concept of righteousness and
obedience. "Thy word have I hid in mine
heart, that I might not sin against thee."
Psalm 119:11. See Psalm 119:33,44,60,
77,165,174

John also speaks to us: "And hereby
we do know that we know him, if we
kecp his commandments. He that saith, [
know him, and keepeth not his com-
mandments, is a liar, and the truth is not
in him." 1 John 2:3-4. "We know that
whosoever is born of God sinneth not;
but he that is begotten of God keepeth
himself, and that wicked one toucheth
him not." 1 John 5:18. "Whosoever
abideth in him sinneth not: whosoever



"Be ye therefore perfect, even as your Father
which is in heaven is perfect." Matthew 5:48.
This command is a promise. The plan of
redemption contemplates our complete
recovery from the power of Satan

sinneth hath not seen him, neither
known him. Little children, let no man
deceive you: he that doelh righteousness
is righteous, even as he is righteous. He
that eommitelh sin is of the devil; for the
devil sinneth from the beginning. For
this purpose the Son of God was
manifested, that he mighl destroy the
works of the devil. Whosoever is born of
God doth not commit sin; for his seed
remaineth in him: and he cannot sin)
because he is born ofGod." 1 John 3:&-9

The New Is Really Old

The New Theology is really old the-

ology. It has been in existencc since sin
began. It is the devil's master counterfeit
of the gospel, and it is eternal death to all
who accept it. The apostle John met it in
his day; it was the doctrine of the Nic-
olaitans. See Revelation 2:&-15

"The doctrine is now largely taught
that the Gospel of Christ has made the
law of God of no effect; that by 'believ-
ing' we are released from the necessity
of being doers of the Word. But this is
the doctrine of the Nicolaitans, which
Christ so unsparingly condemned."
Signs of the Times, vol. 3, 363

Paul writes these words regarding per-
fect law-keeping by the power of the Holy
Spirit. "What shall we say then? Shall we
continue in sin, that grace may abound?
God forbid. How shall we, that are dead to
sin, live any longer therein? ...

"Knowing this, that our old man is
crucified with him, that the body of sin
might be destroyed, that henceforth we
should not serve sin. For he that is dead
is freed from sin....
"Likewise reckon ye also yourselves

to be dead indeed unto sin, but alive unto
God through Jesus Christ our Lord. Let
not sin therefore reign in your mortal
body, that ye should obey it in the lusts
thereof....

"Being then made free from sin, ye
became the servants of righteousness....

"But now being made free from sin,
and become servants to God, ye have
your fruit unto holiness, and the end
everlasting life." Romans 6:1-2, &-7,
11-12,18,22
"Nay, in all these things we are more

than conquerors through him that loved
us." Romans 8:37
"Abstain from all appearance of

evil. And the very God of peace sanctify
you wholly; and I pray God your whole
spirit and soul and body be preserved
blameless unto the coming of our Lord
Jesus Christ." 1 Thessalonians 5:22-23
"Now unto him that is able to do

exeeding abundantly above all that we

ask or think, according to the power that
worketh in us." Ephesians 3:20

The apostle John quoted Jesus'
words to the woman taken in adultery:
"Go, and sin no more." John 8:11

Matthew tells us thaI the New The-
ology is a lie in these words of Jesus.
"Be ye therefore perfect, even as your
Father which is in heaven is perfect."
Matthew 5:48

Peter also tells US that holiness in
Christ is the only acceptable lifestyle for
heaven. "But as he which hath called
you is holy, so be ye holy in all manner
of conversation; because it is written, Be
ye holy; for I am holy." 1 Peter 1:15-16

John again commends us to purity
and holiness as sons and daughters of
God: "Behold, what manner of love the
Father hath bestowed upon us, that we
should be called the sons of God: there-
fore the world knoweth us not, because
it knew him not. Beloved, now are we
the sons of God, and it doth not yet
appear what we shall be: but we know
that, when he shall appear, we shall be
like him; for we shall see him as he is.
And every man that hath this hope in
him purifieth himself, even as he is
pure." 1 John 3:1-3

Ellen White, the prophet of the Lord
for this last crisis hour, substantiates
these scriptures in these words: "Christ

is waiting with longing desire for the
manifestation of Himself in His church.
When the character of Christ shall be
perfectly reproduced in His people, then
He will come to claim them as His own."
Christ's Object Lessons, 69

"God's ideal for His children is
higher than the highest human thought
can reach. 'Be ye therefore perfecl,
even as your Father which is in heaven
is perfect.' Matthew 5:48. This com-
mand is a promise. The plan of redemp-
tion contemplates our complete
covery from the power of Satan. Christ
always separates the contrite soul from
sin. He came to destroy the works of the
devil, and He has made provision that
the Holy Spirit shall be imparted to
every repentant soul, to keep him from
sinning.

"The tempter's agency is not to be
accounted an excuse for one wrong act.
Satan is jubilant when he hears the
professed followers of Christ making
excuses for their deformity of character.
It is these excuses that lead to sin. There
is no excuse for sinning. A holy temper,
a Christlike life, is accessible to every
repenting, believing child of God.
"The ideal of Christian character is

Christlikeness. As the Son of man was
perfect in His life, so His followers are
to be perfect in their life. Jesus was in all
things made like unto His brethren. He
became flesh, even as we are. He was
hungry and thirsty and weary. He was
sustained by food and refreshed by
sleep. He shared the lot of man; yet He
was the blameless Son of God. He was
God in the flesh. His character is to be
ours. The Lord says of those who believe
in Him, 'I will dwell in them, and walk
in them; and I will be their God, and they
shall be My people.' 2 Corinthians
6:16." The Desire ofAges, 311

Then only those who are willing to
be made willing to obey God's righteous
law by the power of the Holy Spirit will
be justified and finally sanctified. See
Romans 2:13. "Worldly policy and the
undeviating principles of righteousness
do not blend into each other impercep-
tibly, like the colors of the rainbow.
Between the two a broad, clear line is
drawn by the eternal God. The likeness
of Christ stands out as distinct from that
of Satan as midday in contrast with
midnight. And only those who live the
life of Christ are His co-workers. If one
sin is cherished in the soul, or one wrong
practice retained in the life, the whole
being is contaminated. The man be-
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comes an instrument of unrighteous-
ness." Ibid., 313

True justification can take place
only when the sinner is repentant and
has truly confessed his sin and is plead-
ing with God for power to keep from all
sin. This repentance is not to be re·
pented of. See 2 Corinthians 7:9-10

Only then can sanctification lake
place as the soul who has been justified
by the blood of Christ is held in that
relationship by the power of the Holy
Spirit. This is true sanctification by Ihe
Spirit of God working in the soul.

Ellen White agrees with Ihe scrip-
tures: "Bul while God can be just, and
yet justify the sinner through the merits
of Christ, no man can cover his soul with
Ihe garments of Chrisl's righteousness
while practicing known sins, or neglect-
ing known duties. God requires the en-
tire surrender of the heart, before justifi-
cation can take place; and in order for
man to retain justification, there must be
continual obedience, through active,
living faith that works by love and puri-
fies the soul.

"James writes of Abraham and says,
'Was not Abraham our father justified by
works, when hc had offered Isaac his son
upon the altar? Seest thou how faith

wrought with his works, and by works
was faith made perfect? And the scrip-
ture was fulfilled which saith, Abraham
believed God, and it was imputed unto
him for righteousness: and he was called
the Friend of God. Ye see then how Ihat
by works a man is justified, and nol by
faith only' (James 2:21-24). In order for
man to be justified by faith, faith must
reach a point where il will control the
affections and impulses of the heart; and
il is by obedience that faith itself is made
perfect." Selected Messages, book 1,
366

When a New Theology adherent
says one cannot overcome sin, he denies
Ihe Scriplures and the Spirit of Proph-
ecy. "He who has not sufficient faith in
Christ to believe that He can keep him
from sinning has not Ihe faith that will
give entrance into the kingdom of God."
Review and Herald, vol. 5, 24. See also
Jude 24

"He who repents of his sin and ac-
cepts the gift of Ihe life of Ihe Son of
God, cannot be overcome." SOliS alld
Daughters ofGod, 349

This promise is our surety, a promise
from God to the overcomer. Only those
who overcome all hereditary and culti·
vated weaknesses to sin, will take part in

Selected Sermons from Hope International's

the great supper of the Lamb. See The
Desire ofAges, 671; Education, 258

Remember, one sin took Adam and
Eve out of their garden home and one sin
unconfessed and un forsaken will keep
one from being restored to that garden
home. The New Theology is the devil's
message 10 God's remnant church. It is
the hellish torch of Satan, that our
prophet tells us will come from our
pulpits in the final hours of our proba-
tion. See Testimollies to Millisters, 409-
410

The New Theology destroys Ihe
need for the cross of Calvary. If the law
could not be perfectly kept, then the
master counterfeiter, the devil, is true,
and God is a liar. And if the devil is true,
then Jesus died in vain.

May God now help us to believe the
true gospel. There is power to obey
perfectly God's holy and righteous law.
Only those who are now seeking for this
great experience with all their heart and
soul will see Jesus. "And ye shall seek
me, and find me, when ye shall search
for me with all your heart." Jeremiah
29:13 0

1992 Camp Meetings
These tapes are available for $2 cach if

purchased as a set, or $2.50 each ifordered
separately. Please add 15% for shipping.
Washington residents add 7.5% sales tax.

English
Ray DeCarlo. _ . __ . . _ . . .. $8

The Sh."\king of lhe Remnant; The In·
vcsligalive Judgmcnl; Beware of False
Prophecy; Time No Longer

Clark Floyd .. . __ .. _ . $20
The Final Deception; Loathing lhe
Light Brc..'ld; Judgment for the Saints;
Templation-Power to Overcome;
Whccl Within the Wheel; Gi.'lnlS in the
Land; Lest We Forget; Impetuous
Peter; Debl and Country Living; The
Two Gospels

Ron Goss . __ .. _ .. __ . __ . $12
Hold Fast; Lessons for Our Times;
Preparing for the Whose Ship
Arc You In?; Witnesses; Beware o[ the
Snares
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Kenneth Hodges _. • . .. $4
Sevenlh-day Advenlist-Why?
(2 'apes)

Jim Hohnberger $8
Come Unto Me; Abide in Me; Cease Ye
From Man; Saving Faith

Hal Mayer _ _. $4
Wh..'lt Is the C1J.urch?; Every Christian
Has a Fiery Furnace

Evan Sadler .. . $14
Hislory of Ihe Protestant Bible
(6 tapes); Witnessing Before It ls Too
La'e

Vernon Sparks $10
The Final Work; Proper Diet; Natural
Remedies; Reasons for Reform; Heallh
RefonnJDeform

Ron Spear ... _ ... __ . . . _ $12
Laodice:li Walking As Enoch Walked;
The Mind of Christ; The Everlasting
Gospel; The Scaling; Prny and Prepare

Colin Standish .. _ . _ . . . . . $20
Unity; '[be Five Foolish Virgins; The

Gospel 10 AU lhe World; The Second
Angel's Message; The Third Angel's
Message; Exceedingly Abundant
Grncc; Jeremiah-Prophel of Courage;
The Tune of the Sh.'lking (2 tapes); The
Jesuit Found.'llion of FUlurism: Warn-
ings Time-selling

Spanish
Ray DeCarlo ..... _ . _ . __ . $8

La Neulralid.'ld en una EI Z'lrAA-
deo; u.s Fiestas (2 tapes)

Clark Floyd _ _ . . . __ $4
EI Juicio lnvesligador; Perfecci6n Cns-
liaM

Ron Spear __ _$6
EI Pacto Eterno; Uls Seilales del Fin;
La Apostasfa Omega

Norberto Restrepo $6
Educando 1:'1 Familia; EducOlndo con
Arnor; E.stj el Rcbailo Que Te
Fue Dado?



My LastWill and Testament on
the Subject ofEducation, Part 3

Walter E. Straw
15 OUT Firm Foul/dation March 1993

I have spent the major part of my life
in educational work. It has been in all

phases from the elementary through and
including college. I began teaching in
the elementary grades. I have been edu-
cational secretary of a union and a divi-
sion conference; and have been princi-
pal of three academies and one junior
college. I have been head of the Bible
Department in two junior colleges and
in two senior colleges. I have been dean
of two senior colleges and president of
one, in which I remained until my health
failed and I was obliged to retire.

I now live at a school that my son and
his wife with others, who agreed with
them in educational ideas, started fourteen
years ago. The institution was started,
with no flnancial backing, to tryout the
principles advocated in the book Educa-
lion. It was a new venlure in the field of
education in which the vocational and
practical have an equal place with lhe
mental and spiritual, and where the dollar
basis of finance is ignored. All the build-
ings on the place have been, and are
being, erected by teachers and students,
including the plumbing and wiring. Much
of the auto and tractor repair work has
been done by them.

No money has been paid out on labor
for the heating plant or water system. All
the dressers and doors for the school and
sanitarium have been made on the place
by teachers and students. Not only lhat,
but also the desk chairs for the class
rooms, and even the operating table for
the sanitarium were built by those con-
nected with the institution. I have
learned more about the principles of
education recommended by the Teslimo-
flies in these four years since I have been
here than in all my training and ex-
perience in education before. I had al-
ways tried to inject the principles recom-
mended in the Testimonies into a formal
program operated on a dollar basis. Here
I observe that the money basis is ignored
and a new system is used which works
on the principle of the institution's sup-
plying the necessities of life. It was
decided that if the workers were pro-
vided a place to live, with heat, light, and
food, with free education for the chil-

This article, the third in a !our·part series, was
written manyyears ago byWalter E. Straw, now
deceased. He was the head of the Theology
Department at Emmanuel Missionary College
and taughtBible for 14years. He alsoserved tile
ChurdJ as a Union EducationalSeCf'eUJry and
as a missionllry in Africa.



My experience has been that where the
program outlined in the Testimonies is
followed, it gets a favorable response from the
non-Adventist community

dren-Ihe essentials that all must
have-nol much cash would be required
for them to live eomfortably. Allhough
there probably could be ways of im-
proving the administration of the place,
yet the program has been a success for a
small institution like this. And we are
told that our schools should be small,
"not such elaborate schools as those at
Battle Crcek and College View." Tes-
timonies, vol. 6, 139

Fced for the stock is raised on the
farms. Wheat is grown, threshed, and
ground into flour on the place, and the
flour is baked into whole-wheat bread
by the students under the supervision of
the faeully. Cane is grown and ground
into sorghum, supplying much of the
sweets needed for the institution. Po·
taloes, peas, beans, and other produce
are raised on Ihc farm and stored for Ihe
school year. During the summer, to-
matoes, peas, string beans, and other
garden produce and fruit are canned and
frozen for use during Ihe school year.
The students who stay on the place and
work during the summer are able to
work their cntire way through school,
with the work Ihey do during the school
year. Then, with Ihe major part of the
food provided, those who come in the
fall for the school year ean get through
for between $30.00 and $35.00 a month,
with the work Ihey do during the school
year.

The greatest benefit I see in this
program is not so much Ihe faCl that
students work off their energy in useful
employment and have wholesome food,
and are able to attend school, even
though their parents have little of this
world's goods; but it is the ability and
versatility I see in those who go Ihrough
this program of education. They are able
to go out and meet successfully so many
situations that those who rely on book
learning cannot do. A studenl who
finished one of our colleges stayed here
and attended the University of Knox-
ville. While here he told me that one of
the boys here knew tcn times as much as
he, for this boy could turn his hand to
most anything, while all he knew was a
little biology.

One time I wanted an addition to my
house. I showed Iwo of the boys what I
wanted and left for my vacation. I was
gone about a month. When I returned,
the building was finished, including the
plumbing and wiring, and was as good a
job as I could want. One of those boys
spent the first two years in school while
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here working on the farm, and the last
two in construction and repair work.
Two doctors, who are operating an insti-
tution in the West, spent a few days here
not long ago. They were greatly sur-
prised at the small amount of money it
takes to operate the institution. On a
program where food and the fundamen-
lals are provided on the place, it does nol
take much cash 10 operate. I am told that
the cash outlay for food beyond whal is
raised on Ihe place is four cents a meal
per person.

Some may think that a work program
like this would greatly inlerfere wilh the
class work. The last figures I have of Ihe
results of the examinations sent out from
the educational departmenl of the
General Conference, which all of the
academies of the denomination in this
country take, showed that one of the
classes here was fourth from Ihe top, and
one was at the very top. The rest were
equal or above the average.

Many of our people think we need
fine buildings and equipment with a big
library to impress the world and attract
the people to us. I lived for over twenty
years at Emmanuel Missionary College
where Ihey have stressed construclion of
elaborate buildings with excellent
equipment. I have been at Little Creek
about four years where the equipment is
poor and buildings are anything but

imposing, and I have hcard marc
favorable comments in regard to Ihe
work here in these four years than I did
at the college in all the years I was there.
Last weekend we had some visitors from
Illinois who stopped al the place. One
was tlie vice-president of the bank in his
city, another was the Methodist minister
who spoke at the Sabbath service. At the
social gathering in the evening the last
night Ihey were here, they expressed
themselves as much plcased wilh the
program that gives the youth such op-
portunities to learn how to dig a living
out of the soil, and at the same time,

learn the cullural ways of life in the fine
arts, so fully demonstrated here in the
program that night.

Thc work of the place attracts people
not by its buildings, but by its program.
There is a most friendly feeling in the
community. Usually when Ihey want
help in music, industries, or reHgiolls
services, thcy call upon Little Creek.
The higher strata have been attracted to
the place. When Litlle Creek was in
need of a school building, a lawycr in
Knoxville championed the project of
raising funds. One of Ihe wealthiest
women in Knoxville, a non-Adventist,
has been so imprcssed by the program
that she has taken the attitude that she
must see it go. She provided most of the
lools on Ihe farm, and furnished the
money to finish the sanitarium, and now
has taken it upon herself to see Ihatthere
are su[ficient funds 10 finish the new
dormitory. The other day the school
received a thousand-dollar check from
another woman to furnish the new
dormitory.

My experience has been that where
the program outlined in the Testimonies
is followed, it gets a favorable response
from the non-Adventist community.
Many times I have thought what a bless-
ing it would be to our mission work if
people like those who started the work at
Litlle Creek could go to central Africa or

India, or some other place, and start a
work like Ihis. They would dig the build-
ing material out of the ground and erect
their buildings themselves, and provide
their own food from the place, and show
the natives how 10 do Ihe same. What an
influence that program would have upon
the people, and especially the officials!
If that were done, it would relieve the
pressure for funds in the homeland, and
the great stress the ministers now have in
trying to raise funds sufficient to carry
on the work, where the material is pur-
chased and men hircd al standard wages
10 erect the buildings, while Ihe natives



We are told that if we would follow the method
of practical training as was being done at
Madison and its units, we would be a spectacle
to the world, the angels, and to man and the
message would soon be finished in the world

!
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sit by and learn little that they can put to
practical use when they return again to
their villages. I wonder if that was not
what Sister White meant when she urged
agriculture and vocational training and
said it would make our youth useful in
carrying the truth to foreign countries.

Here are the words Sister White gave
concerning Madison College and the
schools that branched out from there---
Little Creek being one of them. "The
school at Madison not only educates in a
knowledge of the Scriptures, but it gives a
practical training that fits the student to go
forth as a self-supporting missionary to
the field to which he is called.... The
students have been taught to raise their
own crops, to buiJd their own houscs, and
to care wisely for cattle and poultry. They
have been learning to become self-
supporting, and a training more important
than this they could not receive. Thus they
have obtained a valuable education for
usefulness in missionary fields.... The
class of education for usefulness given at
the Madison school is such as will be
accounted a treasure of great value by
those who take up missionary work in
foreign fields. If many more in other
schools were receiving a similar training,
we as a people would be a spectacle to the
world, to angels, and to mcn. The message
would be quickly carried to every country,
and souls now in darkness would be
brought to the light. ... In the work being
done at the training-school for home and
foreign missionary teachers in Madison,
Tennessee, and in the small schools estab-
lished by the teachers who have gone
forth from Madison, we have an illustra-
tion of one way in which the message
should be carried in many, many places."
Pamphlet No. 119, 1-3

In this pampWet we are told that if
we would follow the method of practical
training as was being done at Madison
and its units, we would be a spectacle to
the world, the angels, and to man and the
message would soon be finished in the
world. I have already shown how the
truthfulness of this has been demon-
strated in places where it has been tried.
Why not demonstrate the truthfulness of
it farther?

To show how true those words were
as considered by the world, I quote from
a speech by Dr. Harvie Branscomb,
chancellor of Vanderbilt University at
the golden anniversary of the founding
of Madison College. In that speeCh he
said concerning the college, "Most of
all, I want to congratulate you upon your

educational philosophy. It seems to me
there are two or three features of it
which stand out and which attracted
attention to this institution, as you know
better than I, all over the United States.
First, your interest is upon the simple
fundamental fact that there is no good
education that cannot be translated in
some form of useful work. Now there
again I think you are in line with the best
research and the best thinking of psy-
chologists and philosophers of the last
one hundred years. They all say that
unless in some way the individual can
apply what he has learned, can put it into
concrete activity, he has not learned it
fully. I suspect that your philosophy of
study and work means that you get more

out of your study than institutions do
which do not combine these two quali-
ties.

"Then I think that your principle of
educating the whole man, not only his
mind, not only his hands, but also his
character and soul, is wonderfully sound
and fundamental [0 any view of life.
After all, success ... will never depend
solely upon how bright a boy'S or girl's
mind may be, or even how well educated
mentally they may be....

"Finally, I would like to congratulate
you upon one other principle in the life
of this institution, which has deeply
impressed, I think, the whole commu-
nity, and that is your conviction of the
unseen possibilities in even the most
unpromising youngsters. We can never
know where talent, ability, and future
promise lie.... All we can do in this
world is to do the best we can for every
young person to enable him to develop
to the fullest of his potentialities."
Quoted in the "Madison Survey," Oc-
tober 1954

Recently, I was appointed chairman
of a committee to survey the needs of
Madison College and decide whether it
should follow its original program or
modify its plans and work for accredita-

tion. I interviewed the leading officials
of the University of Tennessee and also
Dr. P. P. Claxton, Commissioner of Edu-
cation in the United States under three
United States presidents. They all
thought that Madison should hold to her
original program. I give here a few
words from Dr. Claxton in a letter to me
dated November 21, 1955. He writes:

"I am much interested in your prob-
lem of the future policy of Madison
College; whether it shall be continued in
the spirit in which, and for the purpose
for which, it was established; and which
has made it known, approved, and ad-
mired in the United States and in much
of the outside world; or whether it shall
be reorganized and redirected for the

purpose of enabling it to get certification
as a standard college.... I hope the
present purpose, method and spirit of the
college may be continued.... I have
said that Madison was the best school in
Tennessee. I know many of the colleges
of our country and know of none with
saner educational purposes and methods
than Madison College. We need more
like it. In the early years of our country-
wide depression, in 1933, when millions
of men and women were without
ployment and when it was reported that
less than one-third of the graduates of
one of our oldest and greatest universi
ties got employment within a year after
graduation, I wrote Dr. Sutherland
asking him how many of the graduates
of Madison College were not employed.
After two months I had an answer-
NONE. Then Dr. Bralliar took it up,
selecting at random one thousand
names, investigated, and wrote me that
not one of the thousand was unem-

that only one had received any
pay from the Federal Treasury, and that
was for definite work. Madison grad-
uates found employment or made it for
themselves."

Dr. Claxton then closes his letter
with these words: "The time will come
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Let us determine that we will not be tied by so
much as a thread to the educational policies of
those who do not discern the voice of God and
who will not hearken to His commandments

soon, I think, when the present policy of
Madison College will not exclude it
from recognition as a standard college.
The service rendered is more important
than present certification. I sincerely
hope your committee may decide to
continue and enlarge, rather than to
change the policy of the past."

This again demonstrates the sound-
ness of the instruction we have received
concerning the education needed tOday.
Wherever those principles are tried or
brought to the attention of leading edu-
cators, or practical businessmen the
soundness of them is realized.

It has appeared to me that one of our
errors is in trying to interpret the Tes-
timonies in harmony with OUf wishes to
give the few a morc lucrative income
and find a way that would allow them to
fit into the educational program of the
world and its scheme of industrial,
economic, and social affairs. But is that
God's plan? It seems to me in view of
the following statements from the Tes-
timonies, that "We arc to make the dis-
tinction decidedly apparent" (Testimo-
nies, vol. 6, 146) and that "Let us deter-
mine that we will not be ticd by so much
as a thrcad to the educational policies of
those who do not discern the voice of
God and who will not hearken to His
commandments." Counsels to Parents,
Teachers, and Students, 255. It appears
that God's plan for us is to cut loose
from the whole program and allow Him
to direct in a humble work in blazing
new trails in education, and to get back
to the fundamentals of what the average
man nceds and will use in life. In His
plan, God lays down great fundamental
principles of life and shows us how to
make a happy and successful living,
letting the system commend itself to the
educational and business world.

I have believed for a long time that if
we would follow the program assigned
to us by the Lord that the world would
have honored us by sanctioning our own
program. Whcn I was a member of the
Emmanuel Missionary College faculty, I
observed the problem many of the stu-
dents were having in trying to follow
thaI program and urged the president to
put in some vocational courses for cer-
tain types of students. He was fearful of
trying it for fear it would hurt his stand-
ing with the accrediting association. I
urged him at last to ask Dr. Brumbaugh,
the secretary, and sec what he said.
Finally he worked up courage enough to
inquire. The next day he called me into

his office, and with a smile on his face,
said, "Well, I approached Dr Brum-
baugh and timidly asked if he thought it
would hurt our standing in the associa-
tion if we put in some practical courses
for those not able to follow the other."
He said Dr. Brumbaugh looked at him
and said, "Hurt you, why, it would help
you. I have wondered for a long time if
you were fair to your constituency in
following the program you have."
Some years ago when [ was dean of

Madison College the president of the
Southern Accrediting Association and
eleven of his associates visited Madison
College. I showed them through the
sanitarium, and the industries, and told
them the influence that program had on
the students. They seemed quite inter-
ested, and when we stepped into the

classroom of business administration, I
said: "Gentlemen, the furniture in this
room was built on the place in our shop."
They looked at each other, and the presi-
dent said, ':What was that you said?" I
replied, "AlI the furniture in this room
was built in our shop by teachers and
students." The president then said,
"Gentlemen, that is what I call educa-
tion." Those men were greatly im-
pressed by our program and felt that was
the kind of education needed for the
youth.
Those principles were recognized by

the president of the Educational Asso-
ciation in South Africa. They were rec-
ognized by the committee appointed by
thc government of Rhodesia to inspect
the missions. They were recognized by
the drummer [ met in Rhodesia. They
were recognized by the government in
the Congo, and because of them we were
allowed to enter the country. They were
recognized by the educational commis-
sioner of East Africa, who said if we
would follow them we would lead the
world in education. They were recog-
nized by the secretary of the North
Central Accrediting Association. They

were recognized by the president and his
group of the Southern Accrediting Asso-
ciation. Finally, the chancellor of Van-
derbilt University confirms it all by say-
ing they are recognized by the best
educational thought for the past one-
hundred years. Is it not about time that
Adventists recognize the great prin-
ciples God has placcd in our hands and
put them into practice in our work, so we
can be the head and not the tail? It seems
to me that if ever the words of Jehosh-
aphat were applicable they are now.
"Believe the Lord your God, so shall
you be established; believe his prophets,
so shall you prosper." 2 Chronicles
20:20

We as a peoplc have claimed for
years that we believe thc instruction that
has come to us through the Testimonies

is from God. Whether we actually
believe that or not should be judged by
what we do rathcr than by what we say.
Words are easy to express, but deeds are
what really tell the story. Some fifty
years ago we were told that "Our people
are now being tcsted as to whether they
will obtain their wisdom from the
greatest Teacher the world ever knew, or
seek the god of Ekron. Let us determine
that we will not be tied by so much as a
thread to the educational policies of
those who do not discern the voice of
God and who will not hearken to His
commandments." Ibid.

I heard one of our leading educators
say that he could not understand what
that meant. I suppose no one could when
he thought we should do as the world
does. The only way I can understand it is
to believe she mcant what she said, and
that we should cut loose from following
the world. But we say, "How can that be
done?" How can our youth be fitted for
positions of trust required by the world
by this process? That was the reasoning
Moses had to deal with in taking the
people to the Promised Land. Following
God's plan always brings problems, and
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LifeAbundantMissionary Institute

sometimes brings people to their knees.
Perhaps that would be good for us as a
people. It surely would do away with a
great deal of pride and contention
among us. And I believe it would lessen
the stress we now have in providing
funds for our worldwide work. It is clear
it would cut out some money-making
jobs that are now tenaciously clung to in
order to be like the world. And all that
might greatly help the denomination
spiritually, which everyone knows we
need.
Sister White said, "God has revealed

to me that we 3fC in positive danger of
bringing into our educational work the
customs and fashions that prevail in the
schools of the world. If teachers are not
guarded, they will place on the necks of
their studenls worldly yokes instead of
the yoke of Christ. The plan of the
schools that we shall establish in these
closing years of the message is to be of
an entirely different order from those we
have instituted." Ibid., 532. When those
words were spoken, very little was said
or done toward accrediting our schools.
Then most of our educators were op-

Thcre arc sevcral ways you can learn
marc about the causes and tre:l.tment of dis-
ease, how to C:lfe for the sick using natural
remedies based on the eight laws of health,
and other ways to win souls to Christ, includ-
ing COOking schools and Bible studies. These
topics and more are being offered by the staff
of Life Abundant Missionary Institute.

Field Seminars
You may invite our staff to present a

seminar in your area. These seminars present
God's call for each member of His church to
be a medical miSSionary. Classes arc given in
simple remedies and healthful cooking.

Ministry of Healing Seminars
The scven-day seminars held at the new

fncilitics of Life Abundant Missionary Insti-
tutc offcr instruction in the follOWing areas:
The Ministry of flealing, hydrotherapy, the
usc of charcoal, nutrition, controverted
health issucs, and how to give Bible stUdies.
The t01:l1 tuition for these courses is $180,
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posed to it. Now all are either in it, or
trying to get in. Is that the program she
had in mind?

One day I was talking with a man I
had worked with in Africa, who is still
there. In our conversation he was telling
me of some of the problems in the work.
One of them was the difficulty that has
arisen because their work has been lined
up with the government. He said a man
from America with his university degree
came over and lined them up with the
educational program of the government.
Since that time the government tells
them what to teach, who can teach, and
what the pay of the teachers is to be. He
said when the commissioner of educa-
lion came to visit him he told him how
foolish that move was because their
program did not prepare the natives for
the mission program and got the wrong
ideas into the natives' heads. Then the
commissioner asked, "Why don1t you
follow the blueprint?" He replied by
asking what he meant. The commis-
sioner said that he had read two books
wriuen by Mrs. E. G. White. One was
called Education, and the other one was

including handouts, food, and lodging. The
next two on-<:ampus seminars arc scheduled
for March 24-30 and April 14-20.

Home Health Instructor Course
Our four-month gospel medical mission-

ary program, scheduled for May 3-August
31, 1993, offers a brief, yet comprehensive,
training in Bible work and health ministry.
This coursc includes the topics covered by
the Ministry of Healing seminars in greater
depth, along with a class entilicd The Crea-
tor's Masterpiecc (human anatomy and phys-
iology). Please call or write for enrollment
prices and information.

Correspondenee Courses
The following courses are now available

for study:
• The Creator's Masterpiece
• Simple Home Remedies
• Vegetarian Diet and Foods
• The Ministry of Healing
• How to Give Bible Studies

Fw.damentals of Christion Education.
Then he said, "If you would follow the
instruction in those books, you would
lead the world in education." Sometimes
it takes educators of the world to tell us
of the value of the instruction found in
what God has given us in the Spirit of
Prophecy.

But of course we cannot understand
how that instruction can be followed.
We can't see how we can get through the
Red Sea. We want to go by sight rather
than by faith. We look at what the world
does-those people who do not know
what life is all about, nor what the goal
of life is. We turn from the "fountain of
living water to broken cisterns that can
hold no water." If lhe blind lead the
blind, where do they go? Whether we
can see the way or not, if God has given
us the Testimonies for a guide, the only
way they can guide is for us to follow
where they lead, whether we can see it
or nol. 0

To be continued

Write for infonnotion:

If you would like more information
regarding any of these services, please
write or call us at the address shown
above.

Pre-registration is required for the
courses at Life Abundant Missionary
Institute.



SupportiveMinistries, Part 2

Books teaching strange-to-Adventist
doctrines are prominent issues of our
principal publishing houses. We are
printing, preaching, promoting and pros-
elytizing with opposing and contra-
dictory beliefs and doctrines being pro-
moted side by side.

Within our ranks are opposite doc-
trines of what is sin-sin by birth or sin
by choice. These doctrines lead to op-
posing beliefs regarding the human na-
ture of Christ-the nature of Adam
before the Fall versus the nature of
Adam after the Fall. The resulting dual
concepts of what Christ is to us-our
substitute and partial example only, ver-
sus our substitute and complete ex-
ample, are related to a difference in
understanding of our relationship to sin
in this life-continued sinning until
Christ comes, versus victory over every
sin in this life through the constant
indwelling power of the Holy Spirit.

Part of our dichotomy of doctrines is
that righteousness by faith is said to be
justification only, rather than both justifi-
cation and sanctification. This concept
leads to the opposing beliefs that the
atonement was finished at the cross,
sus its presently being completed in the
Most Holy Place of the heavenly sanctu-
ary above. Today there are two differing
major versions of the gospel that are
believed and taught among us. See the
references noted in Part 4 of this series for
diseussion of these issues. Confusion,
distrust and division are compounded by
our official magazine stating that our
understanding of the gospel is not unique
and concluding that therefore we do not
have the task of carrying a unique gospel
to the world, for other denominations are
doing and will do their part. SeeAdventist
Review; January 2, 1992, 9--10

The confusion caused by leadership
attempting to accommodate a pluralism
of beliefs within the Seventh-day Ad-
ventist Church was recently reOected in
the "Faith AJive" page of the Advenrisr
Review of December 31, 1992. The
author, a general vice-president of the
General Conference, was explaining the
difficulty encountered by the Church
Manual Committee in getting adopted a
Church Manual statement that Seventh-
day Adventist ministers "should not
perform the marriage ceremony of
believers with unbelievers." The author
rightly referred his readers to Amos 3:3;
2 Corinthians 6:14; Testimonies, vol. 4,
503-508, and Messages to Young
People, 439-442, for the inspired

JA.

......: ..

on how our diminished spiritual percep-
tions have allowed, within the last forty
years, new doctrines to come in among
us, causing confusion and divisions.

We have seen how the watchmen
have failed to give adequate warning to
protect the church from false teachers
and members. What is God's plan for
this on-going frequent failure to give
the warning trumpet a clear, certain
sound?

We have discussed in Part 4 of this
series (see Our Firm FOWldatiotl, vol. 7,
No. 12), how in the 1950s, teachings of
Calvinism began coming into the very
heart of our organization. Articles
espOUSing these beliefs have appeared
quite regularly in our major magazines.

Vernon Sparks

I N our articles thus far we have re-
viewed how God has called, organ-

ized, and empowered the Seventh-day
Adventist denomination to be His end-
time, visible church. We have discussed
to some extent how we as a people have
tended to look to man for guidance
rather than to Christ, the Head of the
Church. We have seen how our lack of
faith in His counsels has resulted in insub-
ordination to Christ's leadership. Our still
being here on earth is mute testimony of
our unrighteousness through lack of faith.

We have looked at our history to see
how God began using His reserve plan
to utilize supportive ministries when His
work is neglected and His counsels ig-
nored and disobeyed. We have touched
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of action are needed-men who will
labor with earnest, ceaseless energy for
the purifying of the church and the
warning of the world....

"Men whose faith is weak and waver-
ing are not the ones to carry forward the
work at this important crisis. We need the
courage of heroes and the faith of mar-
tyrs." Ibid., 187

We become responsible [or those
evils for which we do not labor to pwify
from the camp. "Those who have too
little courage to reprove wrong, or who

Men of action are needed-men who will labor
with earnest, ceaseless energy for the purifying
of the church and the warning of the world

to operate the various branches of His
work is also required by Him to be
pointed out for what it is-insubordi-
nation.
"God calls for men of decided

fidelity. He has no use in an emergency
for two-sided men. He wants men who
will lay their hand upon a wrong work
and say, 'This is not according to the
will of God.''' Selected Messages,
book 2,153
Saying what Christ says in the Bible

and the Spirit of Prophecy about any

and every matter is the straight testi- through indolence or lack o[ interest
mony. In these [inal hours Christ is make no earnest effort to purify the
urgently calling for a straight testimony family or the church o[ God, arc held
to awaken us from spiritual blindness accountable for the evil that may result
and poverty. from their neglect of duty. We are just as

"The Lord calls [or a renewal of the responsible [or evils that we might have
straight testimony borne in years past. checked in others by exercise of parental
He calls for a renewal of spiritual life." or pastoral authority as if the acts had
Testimonies, vol. 8, 297 been our own." Patriarchs and Proph-
"The straight testimony must live in ets, 578

Monterey, even if it cuts off the righl God's plan for church organization
arm and plucks out the right eye. God and authority places the responsibility
calls for straight and thorough work. He for reproving sin, and for exposing false
is purifying unto Himself a peculiar doctrines and their proponenls, pri-
people, zealous of good works." Manu- marily upon the organizational leader-
scripr Releases, vol. 15,333 ship of His people. When His denomi-
"Wrongs must be called wrongs. nated leadership fails to perform their

Grievous sins must be called by their work, once again as when the branches
right name.... The plain, straight testi- of His work are not operated according
mony must live in the church, or the to His will, with great reluctance He
cwse of God will rest upon His people turns to men of His own calling. Once
as surely as it did upon ancient Israel again He turns to men and ministries
because of their sins." Testimonies, vol. that will be supportive of His will and
5,676 ways.

God's global mission plan calls for "The work ought to have moved
the inreach work of purifying the forward with a hundredfold more
Seventh-day Adventist Church as well power than it has. Believers have them-
as the outreach work of warning the selves barred the way against its ad-
world. vancement by their lack of faith. They
"Shake off your spiritual lethargy. have limited the Lord God of heaven.

Work with all yow might to save your Where there is now one at work, there
own souls and the souls of others. It is no should be hundreds, and there would
time now to cry 'Peace and safety.' It is be if men would trust God and obey
not silver-tongued orators that are need- His Word.
ed to give this message. The truth in all "If all had been docrs of the Word, a
its pointed severity must be spoken. Men great work would have been done for the

DO

authority for such a stand. The General
Conferenee session of July 1990 and
the Annual Couneil of October 1992
both referred the proposal back for
further study because, for one reason
"some ministers" believe that they need
"more flexibility" than the clear "thus
sailh Ihe Lord" statements provide. It is
tragic that those who have lost their
faith in the law and the Testimonies
have gained such prominence within
our leadership that they can mute the
certain sound of the trumpet of those
trying to keep the faith alive in our
historic beliefs.
Such a situation is detrimental to ow

spiritual health and to ow ability to fulf'tll
the gospel commission. For what will it
profil us and others if we believe and
preach thc wrong gospel? For what will it
profit a man (or a church) if he carries a
gospel to the whole world, but he loses his
own soul because it was the wrong
gospel? Our eternal destiny and those to
whom we minister, will be determined by
whether we believe, experience and share
thc true gospel or the false. The eternal
welfare of the flock of Christ is en-
dangered by the present doctrinal plural-
ism and confusion among US as a people.

"It makes every difference with the
future elernal welt-being of men wheth-
er they follow God's way or their own
way. Their way may be entirely wrong.
Arc there many paths to heaven? If so,
man may take any path that suits his
fancy. But there is only one true way."
Review alldHerald, vol. 3, 447

Such a condition and such a danger
require and demand more than a fence·
straddling neutrality in-time-of-crisis
approach by the undershepherds, spir-
itual leaders of God's people. Christ
desires and commands that there be a
voice or voices that will speak for Him
and say what He says about sin.

" •Reprove, rebuke, exhort,' the Lord
says, 'wilh all long-suffering and doc-
trine.' 2 TImothy 4:2. Deal faithfully
wilh wrongdoing. Warn every soul that
is in danger. Leave nonc to deceive
themselves. Call sin by its right name.
Declare what God has said in regard to
lying, Sabbathbreaking, stealing, idol-
atry, and every olher evil." The Desire of
Ages, 805-806

There is to be no doctrinal confusion
in Christ's remnant church. There is to
be no poisonous plants in the pasture for
His flock.

The long-term persistent disobe-
dience to Christ's instructions of how
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Accepting the commission and the call of the
Lord to do and to say what He has said, these
are His supportive ministries

Master, zealously, faithfully, untiringly.
Light has been given me that if the
Lord's people do not strive more ear-
nestly to make the truth of the Word of
God more widely known, the Lord will
raise up other instruments, who, in the
spirit of John the Baptist, will do His
work. Darkness has covered the earth,
and gross darkness the people. But the
Holy Spirit can speak and will speak to
the hearts and minds of men. Those God
chooses are taught of Him." Manuscript
Releases, vol. 18, 144

Thus, over the last decade, there has
becn a veritable mushrooming of unas-
sociated, self-supporting ministries
with a new emphasis. Previous self-
supporting ministries had arisen pri-
marily with a burden for following the
Lord's counsels in some branch of His
work. They were a renection of the
denomination's failure to carry out
those instructions. Many of the more
recent self-supporting ministries have a
primary burden for the preaching and
publishing of the historic Adventist
beliefs. They are a renection of the
more recent confusion of the organiza-
tion in regard to those beliefs.

Thus we arc saddened, but not sur-
prised, to find today that the acade-
mies, the colleges, the vegetarian res-
taurants, the health-conditioning cen-
ters, and now also the preaching and
the publishing that are most faithfully
following the Lord's counsels, are to
be found among the self-supporting
ministries. Accepting the commission
and the call of the Lord to do and to say
what He has said, these are His
supportive ministries. Contingent with
their call and commission are their
authority and duty to accept the Lord's
means that the Holy Spirit impresses
God's people to send them for the
carrying out of their work.

Such a system of imeach and out-
reach by dedicated and loyal believers of
the Seventh-day Adventist faith is not a

part of God's original plan for church
organization, but neither is it a new
organization or movement separating
from Christ's denominated visible
church on earth. Those self-supporting
ministries that are doing and saying
what ChIist has said are the true support-
ive ministries of ChIist and also of His
remnant visible Seventh-day Adventist
Church.
The more recent ministries that

have arisen with the burden to preach
and publish the historic Adventist

beliefs and to say, "This is not accord-
ing to the will of God," are Christ's
reservc plan necessitatcd by the delin-
quency of denominated leadership to
give the message of Isaiah 58:1: "Cry
aloud, spare not, lift up thy voice like a
trumpet, and shew my people their
transgression, and the house of Jacob
their sins."

The Case ofA. T. Jones
Around the turn of the century

there was a strong movement in the
United States for the passage of a
national Sunday law. The Lord had
given A. T. Jones special messages
regarding this subject, as well as on the
subject of righteousness by faith. When
he encountered difficulty obtaining
permission to speak in our own
churches to awaken our own people on
these issues, Ellen White came to his
rescue. She informed leadership that if
permission was not given to speak in
our churches, then an independent
renling of public halls and a sending
out of handbills would be undertaken
in order to reach and to arouse our own
people.
"A false religion has come in among

us, a legal religion. We will not keep
silent. The church must be roused. Wewill
secure halls in the cities and put out
handbills and the people shall be
enlightened. God has sent a message of

warning. We must soon wrestle with the
powers of the land, and we have every
reason to fear that falsehood will gain the
mastery. We shall call upon our churches
in the narne of the Lord to view this
struggle in its true light. It is a contest
between the Christianity of the Old and
New Testaments and the ChIistianity of
human tradition and corrupt fables.

"This contest is to decide whether
the pure gospel shall have the field in
our nation, or whcther the popcry of past
ages shall receive the right hand of
fellowship....
"Shall we let things drift, and let

Satan have the victory without a protest?
God forbid....

"Stand out of the way, Brcthren. Do
not interpose yourselves between God
and His work. If you have no burden of
the message yourselves, then prepare the
way for those who have the burden of
the message....

"The watchmen must sound the
alarm. If men are at case in Zion some-
body must be awake to give the trumpet
a certain sound. Let the blaze of the
beacon light be seen everywhere. Let the
ease-loving awake, the tranquil be dis-
turbed....

"And Satan is doing his utmost to
have those who believe present truth
deceived on this point, for he has laid his
snare to overcome them, that those who
have accepted unpopular truth, who
have had great light and great privileges,
shall have the spirit that will pervade the
world. Even if it is in a less degree, yet it
is the same principle that when it has a
controlling power over minds, leads to
certain results. There is pride of opinion,
a stubbornness that shuts the soul away
from good and from God. Warnings
have been scorned, grace resisted, privi-
leges abused, conviction smothered, and
the pride of the human heart strength-
ened. The result is the same as with the
Jews-fatal hardness of heart. It is not
safe for the soul to rise up against the
messages of God." Manuscript Re·
leases, vol. 16,236-241

In spite of thc spirit of pluralism in
our church today, many believers in
historic Adventist beliefs are finding
aeeess to our pulpits and presses blocked
and they are thus having to resort to
methods of reaching God's people
which Ellen Whitc thIeatened to use
nearly one hundred years ago.

We are on thc vcry edge of eternity.
It is too late to be preaching and doing
that which appeals to the human heart.

00
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Even if all our leading men should refuse light
and truth, that door will still remain open. The
Lord will raise up men who will give the
people the message for this time

in the thing whereto 1 sent it." Isaiah
55:11

"We know that in the past the truth
has been demonstrated by the Holy
Spirit. Not one word of human devising
is to be permitted to subvert minds or to
add unto or to take from the message
that God has given." The Paulson Cal-
lection, 200

"During the night we were in a
council meeting, trying to decide what
we were going to do. One of authority
stood up and said, 'Everything that has
been given to ministers, to men in
responsible positions, to teachers, to
managers, to the different conferences,
is to be repeated and repeated, because
Satan is now doing a special work to
make of no effect the testimonies that
come from God. We must work
earnestly to bring this instruction
before the people.' " BailIe Creek Let-
ters, 3

"Time and trial have not made void
the instruction given, but through years
of suffering and self-sacrifice have es-
tablished the truth of the testimony

given. The instruction that was given in
the carll' days of the message is to be
held as safe instruction to follow in these
its closing days." Selected Messages,
book 1, 41

"Let no one nailer himself that a part
of God's requirements arc nonessentiaL
He has placed no command in His Word
that men may obey or disobey at will,
and not suffer the consequences. If men
choose any other path than that of strict
obedience, they will find that 'the end
thereof arc the ways of death.' " Signs of
the Times, vol. 1,447

We claim immunity from the straight
testimony because it is "too strong,"
"too straight." It discourages the new
converts who need "milk rather than
meat." "We have to be patient with
people." "It takes time to Change."
"If those who have been in the

church for weeks and months have not

knowledging that Christ's plan for cor-
recting wrongs affecting the church is
that of "cry aloud, spare not. JJ See "How
to Correct Wrongs," Our Firm Founda-
tion, Vol.7, No.9

"The truth is the truth. It is not to be
wrapped up in beautiful adornings, that
the outside appearance may be admired.
The teacher is to make the truth clear
and forcible to the understanding and to
the conscience. The word is a two-edged
sword, that cuts both ways. It does not
tread as with soft, stippered feet." The
Seventh-day Adventist Bible Commen-
tary, vol. 5, 1147

Laodicea claims immunity from the
straight testimony given by "inde-
pendent" men, ministers and ministries
because they are not "chosen" or ap-
proved by the organized, visible church,
thus denying that God uses men of His
own choosing.

"The Lord docs not ask permission
of those in responsible positions when
He wishes to use certain ones as His
agents for the promulgation of truth.
But He will usc whom He will usc. He

"The minister of God is com-
manded: 'Cry aloud, spare not, lift up
thy voice like a trumpet, and shew my
people their transgression, and the
house of Jacob their sins.' The Lord
says of these people: 'They seck me
daily, and delight to know my ways, as
a nation that did righteousness.' Isaiah
58:1-2. Here is a people who are self-
deceived, self-righteous, self-compla-
cent; and the minister is commanded to
cry aloud and show them their trans-
gressions. In all ages this work has
been done for God's people, and it is
needed now morc than ever before."
Testimonies, vol. 5, 299

Because the organized ministry are
frequently not giving the message for
this hour, we have undoubtedly. come to
the time that the servant of the Lord has
said that each one is to cry aloud and
spare not.

"I shall no longer hold my peace. I
am bidden to cry aloud, and spare not. I
have tried in every way to bring about
the nceded reformation, and save the
souls of those who arc following a
wrong course. But I cannot go on as 1
have been going. When every effort has
been made to save their souls, and yet all
is in vain, we must cry aloud and spare
not, lest OUT silence be interpreted to
mean consent. The time has come when
each one must stand in his lot and place,
prepared to call sin, sin, and righteous-
ness, righteousness." Loma Linda Mes-
sages, 48

The purpose of the crying aloud is
the same as the message to Laodicea. Its
purpose is to awaken us to our spiritual
blindness and to our disobedience of the will pass by men who have not followed
Lord. Its motive is not to wound, but 10 His counsel, men who feel capable and
heal. Its purpose is to lead us to repent- sufficient to work in their own wisdom;
anee, to revival and to reformation. The and He will usc olhers who are thought
purpose of the rebuking and chastening by these supposedly wise ones to be
is not to discourage us but to help wholly incompetent." Review and Her-
restore us. aId, vol. 3, 275

"I counsel thee to buy of me gold "Even if all our leading men should
tried in the fire, that thou mayest be rich; refuse light and truth, that door will still
and white raiment, that thou mayest be remain open. The Lord will raise up
clothed, and that the shame of thy men who will give the people the mes-
nakedness do not appear; and anoint sage for this time." Testimonies to Mill-
thine eyes with eyesalve, thai thou may- isters, 107
est sec. As many as I love, I rebuke and We claim immunity from the straight
chasten: be zealous therefore, and rc- testimony because "times have
pent." Revelation 3:18-19 changed" and "circumstances are differ-

But in our Laodieean blindness we ent since the Lord gave those counsels to
tend to perceive such crying aloud with Ellen White."
the straight testimony as critical, di- "So shall my word be that gocth
visive and non-supportive. We claim forth out of my mouth: it shall not return
immunity from the message "because unto me void, but it shall accomplish
Matthew 18 was not followed," not ac- that which I please, and it shall prosper
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Man cannot possibly stretch over that gulf that
has been made by the workers who have not
been following the divine Leader. We may
have to remain here in this world because of
insubordination many more years

learned the straightness of the way, and
what it is to be Christians, and cannot
hear all the straight truths of the Word of
God, it were better that they were cut off
from Israel. It is too late in the day to
feed with milk. If souls a month or two
old in the truth, who are about to entcr
the time of trouble such as never was,
cannot hear all the straight truth, or
endure the strong meat of the straight-
ness of the way, how will they stand in
the day of battle? Truths that we have
been years learning must be learned in a
few months by those who now embrace
the third angel's message.... There is no
need of milk after souls arc convinced of
the truth. As soon as the conviction of
truth is yielded to and the heart willing
the truth should have its effect, the truth
will work like leaven, and purify and
purge away the passions of the natural
heart. It is a disgrace for those who have
been in the truth for years to talk of
feeding souls who have been months in
the truth, upon milk. It shows they know
little of the leadings of the Spirit of the
Lord, and realize not the time we arc
living in. Those who embrace the truth
now will have to step fast. There will
have to be a breaking up of heart before
the Lord, a rending of heart, and not the
garment." Manllscript Releases, vol. 1,
33-34

We claim immunity from the straight
testimony because God is "blessing our
efforts" in spite of neglecting those
counsels; therefore "they must not be
important to God."
"If all of those who come together

for meetings of edification and prayer
could be regarded as true worshipers,
then might we hope, though much would
still remain to be done for us. But it is in
vain to deceive ourselves. Things arc far
from being what the appearance would
indicate. From a distant view much may
appear beautiful which, upon close ex-
amination, will be found full of deform-
ities. The prevailing spirit of our time is
that of infidelity and apostasy-a spirit
of pretended illumination because of a
knowledge of the truth, but in reality of
the blindest presumption. There is a
spirit of opposition to the plain Word of
God and to the testimony of His Spirit.
There is a spirit of idolatrous exaltation
of mere human reason above the re-
vealed wisdom of God." Testimonies,
vol. 5,79

"The church at Battle Creek might
have stood free from idolatry, and her
faithfulness would have been an ex-

ample to other churches. But she is more
willing to depart from God's command-
ments than to renounce the friendship of
the world. She is joined to the idols
which she has chosen; and because tem-
poral prosperity and the favor of a
wicked world are hers, she believes her-
self to be rich toward God. This will
prove to many a fatal delusion. Her
divine character and spiritual strength
have departed from her." Ibid., 190

Too often we tend to dismiss or
devalue the importance of many self-
supporting ministries and thus the im-

portanee of following the Lord's coun-
sels by looking at outward appearances.
Many times their apparent success
seems no greater than, or as great as, the
work of those not following the Lord's
counsels. We must remember that God
"Iookcth on the heart." Also, self·
supporting ministries cannot fully do the
work that a larger organization could
have done if it had followed all of the
Lord's counsels. The apparent success or
failure of a self-supporting ministry can-
nOI be used to measure the results if the
organization had followed Christ's
directions.

The following words to PT. Magan
as efforts were being made to obey the
Lord's counsels in regard to BailIe
Creek College are still applicable
today:

"How can finite man carry the bur-
dens of responsibility for this time? His
people have been far behind. Human
agencies under the divine planning
may recover something of what is lost
because the people who had great light
did not have corresponding piety,
sanctification, and zeal in working out
God's specified plans. They have lost
to their own disadvantage what they
might have gained to the advancement
of the truth if they had carried out the
plans and will of God. Man cannot
possibly stretch over that gulf that has
been made by the workers who have

not been following the divine Leader.
We may have to remain here in this
world because of insubordination
many more years, as did the children of
Israel, but for Christ's sake, His people
should not add sin to sin by charging
God with the consequence of their own
wrong course of action." Spalding-
Magan's Unpublished Manuscript Tes-
timonies ofEllen G. White, 202

The church must measure itself and
the importance of following the Lord's
leadership rather than the wisdom of the
world, not by the opinions of men, but

by what would have been if she had
continued on to follow the Lord.

"The church cannot measure herself
by the world, not by the opinions of
men, nor yet by what she once was. Her
position in this world is to be compared
with what it would have been had she
continually pressed onward and upward,
from victory to victory." Ibid., 193

Yes, God resorts to His reserve plan
of church organization when His pre-
ferred plan fails to carry out His will. He
raises up mcn and ministries to do and
say what He would do and say were He
on earth. When the regular work fails to
do a certain work, Christ turns to those
who will be supportive of His plans. If
and when the organized work takes up a
neglected task and carries it forward in
fuJI harmony with Christ's directive, it
would then seem appropriate for the
supportive ministry to consider being
absorbed into the regular work. When
the church turns back fully to following
Christ her Leader, then the supportive
ministries will no longer need to exist
independent of the church organization.
May God hasten that day should be our
prayer and our goal.

Until that day arrives what other
plans does God have relating to His
Laodicean church? Our next article will
address the topic of what should be our
personal responses to delinquent church
organization and authority. 0

0Q
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W hat is true religion? It is to love
God with all the heart, and our

neighbors as ourselves. This is the
whole duty of man. To reach this high
standard of character should be the ab-
sorbing purpose of every soul. How
shall I love God with all my heart? What
means are provided for fixing my affec-
tions on high and heavenly things? Love
to God must be cultivated daily, by
calling to mind the great love that God
has manifested toward us in giving us
His well-beloved Son.

We should try to comprehend the
wonders of this amazing sacrifice. We
should dwell on the marvelous love ofour
Redeemer till our stony hearts are melted
in contrition and gratitude. The love that
stirred His bosom enabled Him, the spot-
less Lamb of God, to become an offering
for the guilty transgressor of His Father's
law. It sustained Him in His purpose to
save the fallen race, amid their heartless
ingratitude and scorn. It strengthenedHim
for temptation, reproaCh, torture, poverty,
shame, and death. Oh, the unfathomable
depths of redeeming love! who can sound
this mighty deep?

When we make redemption the sub-
ject of our meditation, and try to compre-
hend the vastness of the plan of salvation,
and to realize the unutterable love of Him

who has died for us, our hearts will be
subdued and softened, and we shall yield
them wholly to our Saviour. We shall fall
at His feet in adoration, exclaiming, "My
Lord and my God!" A more than human
love is wakened in the soul, through the
knowledge of the wonderful love of
Christ to one who has rebelled against His
rule and grieved Him by transgression.
The sinner who has felt the power of
Christ's cleansing blood, has a deep and
abiding sense that he owes his all to that
Saviour who has purchased him with His
own precious life. All who have this
consciousness and appreciation of the
love of Christ, will esteem it the highest
privilege of their lives to devote every
power of their being to His service. The
transforming grace of Christ moulds the
desires of the heart, and there is a ready
willingness to make any sacrifice for the
truth's sake.

Those who love their Redeemer will
rejoice at every opportunity to share with
Him in humiliation, shame, and reproach.
The love they bear their Lord makes
suffering, for His sake, sweet; and they
know that if they suffer with Him they
shall also reign with Him in His glory.
This experience of suffering for Christ's
sake is absolutely essential to the spiritual
life of the Christian. There can be no true,

Ellen G. White

vital godliness without seasons of trial
and grief. We are chosen in the furnace of
affliction, and the trial ofour faith is more
precious than gold.

Many claim to love Godwhile they fall
to cherish love toward their brethren; but
genuine love to God will testify to its real
existence by love to our fellow men. Those
who love God will reveal the tender, com-
passionate spirit of Jesus to all that are
around them. They will love their brethren,
because they are the members of the body
ofChrist. Theywill love the sinner, because
he is the purchase of the blood of Christ;
and this love, abiding in the heart, will
display itselfby earnest labor to benefit and
bless all with whom they associate. They
will yearn for the salvation ofmen, andwill
lead others to the fountain that has re-
freshed their own souls.

The love of Christ will not make us
less fit for actual life, but will enable us to
adapt ourselves to the wants ofothers, and
will develop highly practical fruit in our
dally experience. It is not a weak senti-
mentalism. It is not of that cheap order
that is earthly and sensual, leading to
debasement of the soul and defilement of
the character. It is not of earthly, but of
heavenly origin. This love is elevating in
its nature, enduring and ennobling, shed-
ding rays of beneficence upon all within
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We must arm ourselves with the Spirit of
Christ, stand in defense of the truth, and yet do
this whole work of honoring God and resisting
evil without having a spirit of retaliation arise
in our hearts

the circle of its influence. God, through
His Son, has sent down this heavenly love
to unite us with Himself. "Beloved, ifGod
so loved us, we ought also to love onc
another." 1 John 4:11. Let us ponder this
divine love, that we may become
changed, and may reflect this precious
attribute of the character of our Redeemer.
We shall be in less peril of placing our
affections on unworthy objects.

The disciple John became a posses-
sor of this divine love. The regenerating
influence of the Holy Spirit renewed his
heart. He came under the power of the
love of Christ, and the knowledge of this
love awakened a depth of affection that,
by its infusion through his heart,
wrought a transformation of character.
The warm affection of John was not the
cause of Christ's love for him. The
Saviour had loved him before this affec-
tion had an existence; but the unmerited
kindness of his Lord had kindled love in
the breast of the disciple.

John's natural character was marked
with imperfections. He was impetuous,
and rcsentful under injuries. When the
Samaritans rcfused to cntcrtain his Lord
because they thought He favored the
Jews more than He did them, John
wanted the insult to receive immediate
retribution. His spirit was stirred with
revenge, and he said to his Master, "Wilt
thou that we command fire to come
down from heaven, and consume them,
even as Elias did?" Jesus looked upon
John, and said, "Ye know not what
manner of spirit ye are of. For the Son of
man is not come to destroy men's lives,
but to save thcm." Luke 9:54-56

Revengeful thoughts and words are
contrary to the spirit of the meek and
lowly Jesus. It is not always easy to
bring our feelings under control. The
human heart needs to be guarded con-
tinually, that we may not cherish a spirit
unlike that of our divine Lord. It will be
impossible for us to bear insult and
harshness with loving forbearance and
patience unless we drink of the spirit of
Him "who, when he was reviled, reviled
not again." 1 Peter 2:23. It is natural for
us to think when we are falsely accused
that we must retaliate and show our
contempt of the traducers, but this is
foreign to the meekness of our Re-
deemer. We must not allow one revenge-
fulthought to arise. Sorrow and indigna-
tion may fill our hearts for a season,
because souls are deceived and misled
by these falsehoods; but it will not help
mailers to cherish unholy anger, and it
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will not be cherished where the forgiv-
ing love of Christ has imbued the soul.

The prevalent opinion that John was
naturally of a meek and yielding character
is proved, by a study of his life, to be
erroneous. He had high ambitions to be first
in the kingdom ofChrist. He had decidedly
rebuked one who was casting out devils in
the name of Jesus, because he was not in
their company. He had strong traits of
character, not weak and vacillating, but
self-assertive and ambitious for honor.
Jesus taught the needed lessons of hurnility
and patienee. He manifested in contrast to

John's violent spirit, calm consideration
and forbearanee. John was a learner in the
school of Christ. As the character of the
divine One was manifested to him, he saw
his own deticiency andwas humbled by the
knowledge. The strength and thc patience,
the power and tenderness, the majesty and
the meekness, that he beheld in the daily
life of the Son of God, filled his soul with
admiration and love; but he was not simply
an admirer; he showed his appreciation by
imitating the divine characteristics of his
Lord His revengeful, ambitious temper he
yielded to the moulding power ofthe Spirit
of Christ. He set his soul to copy the lovely
Panern and become like Him who is meek
and lowly of bean.

This is the sure result of association
with Jesus. As we meditate upon His
character our hearts are drawn out in
love, desire awakens to become like
Him whom we love, and, by beholding,
we become changed. When Christ
abides in the heart, the whole nature is
transformed. Everything that defileth is
banished from the soul's temple. Lust,
base passions, impure thoughts, pride,
inordinate affections, revenge, retalia-
tion, covetousness, envy, all these are
prohibited; and what we once loved,
now we hate; for we become new crea-
tures in Christ Jesus. Christ's Spirit,
Christ's love, softens the heart, subdues
the soul, and raises the thoughts and
desires toward God and Heaven.

The truth we claim to believe should
make us bCller men and women in our
home life, in OUf church relations, in our
business, and in our intercourse with our
friends and neighbors. Unless this result is
manifested, we should examine ourselvcs
to see what is hindering the sanctifying
influence of the truth from accomplishing
its work ofpurification in our lives. l'This is
the will of God, even your sanctification."
1 Thessalonians 4:3. Our characters must
be moulded after the divine model, that we
may have an elevating influenee on all with
whom we associate. "If any man have not

the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his."
Romans 8:9

Had Peter practiced the lessons that
Christ presented during His ministry, hc
would never have apostatized and
denied his Lord; but we thank God that,
although in his weakness he did forsake
his Master, he thoroughly repented and
was forgiven. The lessons which he had
failed to take to heart were learned and
made practical in his life, and at last he
who had deserted his Lord counted it too
great an honor that he was permitted to
suffer shame and death for His sake.

How different it was with Judas! He
had been in the society of the great
Teacher. The same privileges were
granted to him as were bestowed on
Peter and John; but how did he respond
to the light? Like many of this day, he
professed to be a follower of Christ, but
failed to identify his interests with the
cause of his Lord. He listened to the
lessons of Christ, but they made no
change in his character. He did not seek
to rid himself of his selfish penurious-
ness by sacrificing for the advancement
of the cause he claimed to espouse. He
cultivaled a spirit of greed, till the
desirableness of Christ and heaven was
eclipsed. This plague-spot in his soul
spread, like a destroying leprosy, till the
whole man was corrupted. Noble liberty
was left to wither. Every unselfish pur-
pose was darkened, until the hope of



obtaining a few paltry dollars led him ro
betray his Saviour.

How many arc repeating these mis-
takes, because they do not profit by the
example of those who have followed
this course in the past! They are not
doers of the words of Christ. They do not
conform their lives to His divine instruc-
tion. Those who have the greatest de-
formities of character, may have the
greatest grace. The highest seat will be
awarded to those who, through appropri-
ating the promi es ofGod to themselves,
attain the greatest likeness to Christ.

A longing, hungering desire takes
possession of the soul that is conforming
to the divine standard. Oh, to be filled
with the knowledge of the will of God!
Oh, that heavenly light may illumine the
pathway! Oh, for deeper draughts of the
well of salvation! This is the constant
cry of the heart to God, and the promise
is that those who hunger and thirst after
righteousness shall be filled.

It is the love of Jesus in the soul that
enables the Christian to count all things
as loss, to endure toil, to rejoice in
sacrifice, and to suffer reproach for the

The Maginot Line
Continued from 7

18:11). Unfortunately, cerlain advocates
ofwhat has come to be known as the New
Theology have used this verse to sustain
their contention that those who beUeve
salvation is accomplished by divine-
human co-operation are therefore guilty
of legali m. But in e1aiming this, these
advocates of the New Theology miss the
point entirely. Simply because a person
claims to be experiencing divine power
does not mean he in fact is doing so. No
heart polluted by pride or cherished sin of
any kind can ever experience, apart from
conversion, God's transforming grace.
Such may appear outwardly righteous,
but within they are full of dead men's
bones (Matthew 23:27). It is utterly im-
possible for a legalist ever to perfectly
obey God's law. It is true that Paul speaks
of how, before his conversion, he was
blameless according to the law (philippi-
ans 3:6). But this assertion was according
to the superficial, selective standard of
pharisaical righteousness. Paul, or Saul,
was not even keeping the letter of the law
while a Pharisee, since his persecution of
Christians caused him repeatedly to break
the sixth commandment. Elsewhere he

truth. Love for Jesus is the motive power
of the lifework, and the sustaining
strength for every duty.

While the love of God makes its
possessor meek and lowly of spirit, and
eradicates all hatred and revenge, and all
that is unholy, it will not leave the
Christian without power to oppose
wrong and rebuke sin. If dangerous er-
rors threaten the faith, through the ef-
forts of deceived church members or
false Shepherds, they will be met and
opposed with decision. The soldiers of
Christ must be like sentinels on guard,
watching on the walls of Zion. They
must defend the faith once delivered to
the saints, and press back the powers of
moral darkness with determined energy
and will.

The disciple John, while he has writ-
ten many chapters on the subject of love,
speaks very decidedly to his brethren on
the duty of rebuking error. "Whosoever
transgresseth, and abideth not in the
doctrine of Christ, hath not God,"
(2 John 9) is his decision; and he in-
structs them not to receive such a one
into their houses or bid him Godspecd.

writes that during this same period of his
life he was guilty of all kinds of covet-
ousness (Romans 7:8). The other nine
commandments deal with outward be-
havior, which many legalists can become
reasonably good at maintaining. But the
tenth deals with the heart, where the real
problem lies.

What, then, is the bottom line of
legalism? Like every other false religion,
it is superficial and selective holiness. The
same human heart which naturally in-
clines toward evil also naturally inclines
toward religion. Many Christians seem
preoccupied with reaching the so-called
"secular mind," but the Bible itself spends
little more time with it than to call one
who denies God's existence a fool (psalm
14:1; 53:1). Most people want a certain
degree of religion in their Uves, even if
only at Christmas, Easter, weddings and
funerals. The trouble is, they want their
darling sins as well. And the outcome of
every false religion is the construction of
a mask under which those sins persist.
The only difference between legalism and
its opposite extreme is the type of mask
one chooses to wear. 0

To be continued

We must arm ourselves with the
Spirit of Christ, stand in defense of the
truth, and yet do this whole work of
honoring God and resisting evil without
having a spirit of retaliation arise in our
hearts. Every warning in the Word of
God is to be heeded, every instruction
followed, that we may keep our souls in
the love of God. We must oppose error
for Christ's sake and for the sake of the
purchase of His blood, that God may be
honored, His ways vindicated, and souls
saved from the fast-hastening ruin that is
to overwhelm the world. Christ is our
example in all things. We must consider
Him who endured such contradiction of
sinners against Himself, lest we be
weary and faint in our minds. We must
go forward, exemplifying in our lives
the principles of true religion, that we
may be Uving epistles "known and read
of all men"; (2 Corinthians 3:2) that we
may love God with all our heart, and our
neighbors as ourselves. 0

Tlte Signs of the Times, vol. 2, 178-179
(January 13, 1888)
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To begin, we must realize that all
who are not vitally connected to

Christ come to disciplining (correcting
wrong behavior, thoughts, desires or
feelings) from an unbalanced perspec-
tive. We as parents are either un-
balanced, to a greater or lesser degree, in
being too severe, cold, harsh, and dicta-
torial without compassion; or we come
from an equally wrong and harmful
perspective, that of being so kind and
gentle that we lack decision and firm-
ness.

The too-kind mothers, as I have the
tendency to be, have a love called senti-
mentalism. This kind of love lets the child
have his selfish, disobedient way; the
mother excuses his wrong behavior,
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coaxes, and reasons at great lengths with
the child, hoping against hope that he will
choose to obey. She sees she cannot change
his heart or will. Since she has no control,
this mother fears to cross the child's will
because of the resulting upheaval. She lets
the child express selfish words, play with
things he should not play with, or behave
loudly anddistraetingly without correction;
then she often excuses his behavior. This
false love creates weak, boisterous, un-
desirable children and is the worst evil she
can do to them.

We must realize that both sides are
unbalanced; they are without Christ at
every step, and the result is children that
are not pleasing to parents, friends, society
and most irnpoitant, are not pleasing

Sally Hohnberger

or acceptable to God. In this state they
are unfit for heaven.

On the other hand, the too severe and
dictatorial parent has a love called brutal-
ity. This kind of love dictates what the
child is to do according to the parent's
mood or convenience, in a cold, militant
atmosphere. This parent's perspective is
the only perspective. He is explosive. The
littlest upsets can set him on a rampage of
anger and merciless punishment with no
hope of compassion,· discussion or in-
struction in right doing. He or she strives
to maintain order and obedience with a
rod of iron from a forceful, selfish per-
spective only. This parent also misrepre-
sents the love ofGod. The children are of
a rebellious spirit, and often manifest
bitterness. The child mirrors the parent's
angry outbursts, attempts physical domi-
nance of siblings or playmates, and does
not learn how to show love and patience
in difficulties or trials. Or the child is so
dominated that he is broken like an animal
into submission, and as a result has nowill
or personality of his own. He does not
dare to think for himself, or know how to
show godly love or to change his weak-
nesses. These children will also grow up
unfit for heaven. Nor is this type of
submission pleasing to God.

Friends, the Dilly solution for us and
our children is for each of us to learn how
to unite vitally with Christ our Saviour,
and to eliminate self from our unbalanced
perspectives in disciplining. God wants to
bring us each from our unbalanced per-
spectives to the right mixture of firmness:
justice with love and mercy. This ideal
can be realized only as we come to live
and be ill Christ. In those early moming
hours, wemust vitally connect with Christ
for that day. Such is our opportunity each
day, to be grafted as a branch into the vine
(see John 15). We choose to connect for
that day through consecration, study and
communion with our God. Then God
empowers us to remain with Christ. God
calls out to each of us to warn us oftrouble
or a trial ahead, and we need to lean on
Him to get through it successfully. It is our
choice to co-operate, listen and turn to
Christ as our Counselor and Saviour
throughout each conflict, trial, or misbe-
havior of our children.

As we choose to seek God's counsel,
situation by situation, He will direct and

Sally and Jim Holmberger, of Restoration
International, live in Polebridge, Montana,
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reaching all people with the practical gospel.



As you can see then, disciplining my child is
much more far-reaching and involved than
merely correcting or punishing him for his
wrong behavior

instruct us personally how to keep our
feelings, anxieties, anger, frustration and
despair yielded and subdued. TIlls con-
nection of trusling God can change us
inside, and help us to surrender to do what
is right, as God has directed us to do, in
this situation right now. In this way, self
dies. We choose to seek God's counsel:
"Lord, what would you have me to do,
now?" I make God my head, my Lord and
my strength. Then, as I surrender to do as
God has directed me, right then, self dies,
and Christ lives His life out through me,
but only as I co-operate with my free will,
choice, and action.

Such an experiencemust first bemine.
Then as I learn, I can bring my child to
Christ so that he too can learn how to
exercise his trust and to surrender to God
by choosing to do right and giving obe-
dience to his parent, in Christ. He must
learn to put his will onGod's side, and ask
to be changed from being selfish, just as
we must learn. Then he, too, can be
enabled, through his connection with
Christ to say no to his self and yes to God,
by right-doing and obeying his mother.
Do we not want to be able to have our
children know how to come to Christ,
how to lay self down, how to co-operate
with Christ so that they too can let God
change their selfish hearts, their wrong
dispositions, desires, feelings, thoughts or
behaviors? Surely we do! But this ex-
perience must first be ours. See John
17:19. It is the death to self that the Bible
tells us about. We need to understand the
science of salvation in order to instruct
our child in the way.

Be ofgood courage, parents, and above
all else, let us remember, "With God all
things are possible." And ''Without Christ
we can do nothing." Remember Jeremiah
32:27 says: "I am the Lord the God of all
flesh: is there any thing too hard for me?"
Have we asked God to be with us in our
instructions and corrections to our children,
as is our privilege and duty? Christ at my
side, instructing me at all times; this is the
method of success to correct my child's
wrong manners and behaviors, and even
my ownwrong habits, thoughts, words and
deeds. It is all included in the samemethod:
urtion and commurtion with and submis-
sion to Christ my Saviour.

It is not an easy thing to do. But it is
the way we form our own character, by
hard, stern batlies with self. Conflict
after conflict must be waged against
hereditary tendencies. We shall have to
criticize ourselves closely and not allow
one unfavorable trait to remain uncor-

rected. The impossibility lies within our
own will. Ifwe will not, if we choose not
to, then we cannot overcome. The real
difficulties arise from the corruption of
an unsanctified heart and an unwilling-
ness to submit to the control of God. It is
the surrender of self, the battle of Ephe-
sians 6:12. This ongoing daily process of
the surrender of self can be accom-
plished only when I am decidedly in
Christ, and Christ is at my side. Here,
friends, is where the divine unites with
the human effort, and by our exercise of
choice, we connect with Christ. Old
things are here passed away, and all
things can become new.

Friends, as you can see then, disciplin-
ing my child is much more far-reaching
and involved than merely correcting or
purtishing him for his wrong behavior.
True discipline is bringing my child to
Christ, trairting him how to yield up his
will and selfish ways, on his knees before
God. It is teaching (instructing the mind
what is right) and trairting (seeing to it that
the child exercises his will to do what he
knows is right). When he gets up off his
knees it is showing him he must now do
what he has promised before God. True
discipline brings our child to Christ so that
Christ can soften and subdue his heart,
disposition and will by the divine power
from above, as he submits.

Only in this way, through this vital
connection and commurtion with Christ is
my child changed on the inside. Through
this process the child experiences the joy
and power there is in grace. He sees that
obedience is possible. It is a joyful ex-
perience realizing that God can sub<lue his
wrong feelings, thoughts and desires on the
inside, as he submits. Through this ex-
perience he also learns that self-serving is
not a true, lasling happiness and is really a
state of abject slavery. He learns by ex-
perience that obeying mother, father and
God is his greatest joy and happiness. He
learns that with Christ it is real and possible,
as long as he chooses, trusts in Jesus and

surrenders his self to do that which is right
in the sight of the Lord.

Let us apply these principles to a situa-
tion to see how it all works practieally.

An honest-in-heart, indulgent mother,
asked her eight-year old son to rinse and
stack the dishes. Thechild's selfIShwill was
crossed and he took a defiant step back, a
non-verbal, "No, I won't." The mother
reasoned, coaxed and tried her best to
persuade her child to do the small, rea-
sonahle task. The boy began crying, acting
up, whining and harshly arguing with his
mother. His countenance, behavior and
words had becomemost embarrassing. She
kindly sat and reasoned with her child for

more than thirty minutes, only to increase
his defiance, tears and outburst of angry,
disrespectful words.

A friend visiting in the home shared
with this distraught mother the need for
firmness, decision and requiring prompt,
cheerful obedience, through a vital con-
nection with Christ. TIlls would change
both her feelings and emotions, as well as
her son's, on the inside. God can and will
subdue these feelings sooner or later.
First, the mother needed to connect with
Christ, to submit to him her heart andwill;
then Jesus could instruct her how to bring
her son to Him so that he, too, could find
the power to obey and true happiness in
that obedience.

The following three major principles
were shared with the mother before she
entered the path of discipline necessary
to bring the child to Christ. TIlls discip-
line is truly disciple-ing one's child to
Christ in order to be changed in heart, so
that happiness can become a reality.

(1) First, there is a law of the mind
which must be understood. "Great harm
is done by a lackoffirmness anddecision.
I have known parents to say, 'You cannot
have this or that,' and then relent, thinking
that they may be too strict, and give the
child the very thing they at first refused.A
lifelollg injury is thus inflicted. It is an
important law of the mind-one which
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Our children need Christ in them, and they
need to experience the spirit that says
confidently, "I can do all things through Christ
which strengtheneth me"

should not be overlooked-that when a
desired object is so firmly [not harshly]
denied as to remove aU hope, the mind
will soon cease to long for it and will be
occupied in other pursuits. [It yields.]
But as long as there is any hope of
gaining the desired object, an effort will
be made to obtain it." Child Guidance,
283-284; all emphasis supplied. At
times it may be a superhuman effort like
the experience I am relating.

Such was what we saw outworking in
the child's behavior. 111is law is like the
law of gravity; it is natural and always
happens unless the law is overridden by
another law. Unaided by Christ, self will
strengthen and rule the child, and self only
worsens and wants morc and more. Self is
never satisfied, to the misery of parents,
ehild and all who are around him, espe-
cially when his will is crossed and he
knows not how to subdue it in Christ.

(2) Next is counsel to soft, indulgent
mothers. uEven kinmless must have its
limits. Authority must be sustained by a
firm severity, [not harshness], or it will
be received by many with mockery and
contempt. The so-called tenderness, the
coaxing and the indUlgence, used toward
youth by parcnts and guardians is the
worst evil which can come upon them.
Firmness, decision, positive
mcnts, are essential in every family.
Parents, take up your neglected re-
sponsibilities." Testimollies, vol. 5,45

(3) Consequences must be meted out
promptly. Ecclesiastes 8: 11 says, "Be-
cause sentence [consequences] against
an evil work [disobedience] is not ex-
ecuted speedily, therefore the heart of
the sons of men is fully set in them to do
evil [disobey]."

Is this not what was taking place in this
home? How would God govern in this
situation? we naturally ask. Proverbs 13:24
says, "He that spareth his rod hateth his
son." And Leviticus 26:14-17 emphasizes
over and over the need for fumness and
expecting obedience, or else consequences
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must come because J love you. True love
will not allow my child to be in bondage to
self-serving. True love will not allow my
children to be weak in self-control, or in
bondage to thinking, '1 can't." True love
will take them to Christ to be changed in
heart and disposition, to be strengthened in
Christ and to know that, through a vital
connection with the divine and their own
choice to co-operate with God, they can
have power over self-serving. The Chris-

tian's life is more than we take it to be. It
docs not consist in mere gentleness,
patience, meekness and kindliness. These
graces are essential (we cannot do without
them) but there is need of courage, force,
energy and perseverancc, the sterner vir-
tues' also. It is not love to raise our children
to be weak, nerveless, easily discouraged,
and lacking courage to do hard things, like
facing self. Our children need Christ in
them, and they need to experience the spirit
that says confidently, '1 can do all things
through Christ which strengtheneth me."
Philippians 4:13

Both consecrated themselves to God
in prayer, promised to counsel with Him
at every step and to listen always for His
voice of instruction, in order that God
could show how to bring this wayward,
unhappy, rebellious child to Christ to be
changed in heart and life. They leaned
upon God for strength, wisdom and
guidance at every step. 11 was a battle,
friends. This older child had never fully,
unreservedly surrendered himself before.
The child did all he could to resist and rule
over the circumstances, just as the law of
the mind said self would do, unaided. His
self wanted to reign and rule; he was vile
in his words and behavior, to the heart-
break of his mother. God did not forsake
them; He gave instructions; what to say,
what to do, when to pray for the child and
when to give consequences for his lack of
decision to do right, or for an unwilling-
ness to even obey and come to Jesus in
prayer for help. Intercessory prayer was
often made aloud for the child as evidence

of their love and purpose for his life right
now. God worked ntightily to direct the
child to yield.

After twelve hours and many entrea-
ties, and consequences when he was un-
willing to subntit and obey, the child
finally chose to believe the voice of his
mother from the outside, and he chose to
believe the voice of Jesus in his mind and
heart on the inside. He also chose not to
believe those lying thoughts and feelings
to the contrary. He willingly subntilled
and prayed a prayer they led out in, a
simple prayer of confession, forgiveness,
and a commitment to obey and do those
dishes or whatever mother asked him to
do. He also asked Jesus to take his
naughty heart and give him God's clean,
willing heart. Then in faith, he thanked
God for changing his heart and answering
his prayer. Through the prayer, they ob-
served as his countenance, and voice
softened and subdued into a sweet sub-
ntission. 11 was a miracle.

The mother's approach to solve this
difficulty with the child's will was very
different now. She knew her request was
reasonable, she was fIrm and unyielding
in expecting obedience to her wishes, and
yet, ill Christ she was without harshness.
She made no comprontise with evil (dis-
obedienee). She did not reason with his
unreasonableness, nor his passions. She
did not yield her will to meet his unrea-
sonable selfIsh will because of his loud,
obnoxious behavior. Instead she talked
with God and did as He said regarding
when and how to give her child external
motivation to choose the right instead of
the wrong. She stated plainly her request
for him to come to Jesus to be changed,
and encouraged him to choose to do right,
which was best. If he refused to choose,
he would receive the consequence of
disobedience; it was his choice. Neither
God nor the mother forced, but a firm love
in Christ was ready to do battle with
whatever it took in time or effort to keep
her child from serving sin and selfishness
any longer. Mother discovered this battle
was not with nesh and blood alone, but
with powers and principalities of dark-
ness, and it made her well aware that she
needed Christ at her side and in her heart
to bailie against a ntighty foe successfully.
Her son's spiritual life was at stake.

When the child finally saw that his
mother was different and would not in-
dulge his selfish way, he submilled to his
mother's wishes. But as long as the child
felt there was any hope of gelling his will
and way, he made a superhuman effort to



Without his choice to surrender to obey, he
could not find peace. Why? Because, "Satan
takes the control of every mind that is not
decidedly under the control of the Spirit of
God"

obtain it. When at last he was convinced
his mother would not yield, he chose to
heed the voice of God and his mother. It
was his free-will decision to do what was
right and to do those dishes. He then
experienced the peace that this surrender
brought to his heart. You see, without his
choice to surrender to obey, he could not
find peace. Why? Because, "Satan takes
the control of every mind that is not
decidedly under the control of the Spirit of
God." Testimonies to Ministers, 79. Sub-
mission to God (the parent stands in
Christ's stead) is restoration to oneself, to
the power of self-control. God will not
force us to do right, but will consistently
permit the consequences of our choices.
Friends, do you then see that there can be
no peace in our children's hearts, our own
hearts, or our homes, while the child's
selfish will is left to reign? It must be
brought into subjection. He must be intro-
duced to that power outside himself
(Jesus) that can change him on the inside
and enable him to do right; and he must
submit to it. This death to self we must all
learn about. It is how our child can be
rcstored, re-created into the very image of
God, and how the peace of the home be
maintained. Now af1cr submission was
accomplished the child did the required
task cheerfully and well.
Mothers, here we often go astray; we

do not insist upon the child's obeying his
parents' godly wishes. We draw back
from the battle, and as a result self
strengthens its hold upon our children,
binding them in sin and selfishncss. This
battle parents must enter into, if they are
to maintain a well-ordered, well-disci-
plined' Christ-centered home, one which
will be heavenly, happy, and peaceful.

After this rigorous encounter, the
friend read a story entitled "The Battle
for One Soul," and the boy identified
personally with how the evil angels

pressed the tempted soul, how darkness
surrounded that soul, how the strong,
good angels longed to help the pursued
soul, but they must wait until that person
willingly cries out for help from God,
because Heaven does not force. It is not
the work of good angels to control minds
against the will of the person. If he
yields to the enemy and makcs no effort
to resist him, then the angels can do
nothing. Jesus will not commission holy
angels to free those who make no effort
to help themselves. But when the
pursued soul calls out for help and then

co-operates to do right, then the good
angels press through the darkness and
the evil angels must give back. This
child then shared his personal awareness
of that darkness, and how he was also
aware that the good soldiers were there.
Jesus Himself was a mighty soldier he
saw in his mind, and Jesus was often
calling him to trust and obey his mother.
TItis boy was afraid, was stubborn in
giving up his way, but when he finally
chose to trust and yield, God gave
strength to his submission and hope to
his heart. Mothers, this experience was
remembered by the child as a loving
mother caring for him in a very special
way. Is this not true love? Bringing our
children to Christ to be changed. In most
cases if we disciple our child to Christ in

this way, the child will eventually say,
"My mother loves me so much, she
won't let me be naughty or unkind; she's
my special friend."

Not all situations will be this difficult,
mothers. Many will be miraculously easy
with Christ. But for those hard times I
encourage you by this illustration to per-
severe, whatever it takes to bring your
child to Christ to surrender himself. God
will be with you; listen for His instruc-
tions to you personally.

Parents, we will all have to die to
self, daily and hourly, in order to come

from our unbalanced perspectives of dis-
ciplining to the perfect blend of justice
and mercy in Christ. May we choose to
let self die; may we choose to unite with
Christ, to make this surrender possible
so that God may use us to reach out to
our poor children and show them the
way to let self die through uniting them-
selves to Christ also. May we learn to
hcar God's voice speaking directly to
our hearts and minds that He may per-
sonally instruct us how to come our·
selves and to bring our children to Jesus
in order to be changed from serving
selfishness to serving holiness, in Christ
Jesus. 0

E noch walked with God three hundred years previous to his translation, and the state of
the world was not more favorable for the perfection of Christian character then than it

is today. How did Enoch walk with God? He educated his mind and heart to ever feel the
presence of God, and when in perplexity his prayers would ascend to God to keep him, to
teach him His will. "What shall I do to honor Thee, my God?" was his prayer. His will was
merged in the will of God, and his feet were constantly directed in the path of God's
commandments. Enoch was a representative of those who shall be on the earth when
Christ shall come, who will be translated to heaven and never taste of death. It is fitting that
we pray, as did David, "Open thou mine eyes, that I may behold wondrous things out of thy
law." -The Signs oJ the Times, vol. 2, 175
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Presenting God's Plan
to Restore the Family

JimHohnberger Tape 1
JPPIC(S)
"Ready for the Hour: Unprepared for the
Moment"; "Issues, Issues, the Issue"
"Dead to Self, Alive to Christ"; "Let NoMan Separate"
"living Faith"; "Speak, Lord, for Thy Servant Heareth"
"Redeeming the TIme"
4'Husband andWife Communication"; "Self
Government"

If you are facing a family crisis or are attempting to
correct a chronically dysfunctional family situation, you
cannot afford to be without this life-changing
information. Or, if yours is a happy marriage and home,
but you would like to learn how to make it even better,
you will discover the most effective techniques are those
God designed. And these presentations reveal God's
solutions.

You may purchase these tapes from Hope
International individually,oras a set (all ofone speaker's
talks) or all 8 videos (approximately 15 hours), for just
$9S---and save $65 over the individual prices listed below.

The complete series of audio cassettes is available
(one topic per tape) for $30. You may order separate audio
tapes for $2.50 each.

Please send 15% for shipping with all orders.
Washington residents add 7.5% sales tax.

Tape 2 "Evil Sunnising, Beneficial Devisings"; "Christ Our
Constant Companion"

Tape 1 "Redemptive Discipline"; "Finance and
Indebtedness"

Tape 2
Tape 3
Tape 4
Tapel

Tape 2 "Family Recreation"; ''Family Worship"

These presentations are a must for
church groups, families, ministers, or
Christian counselors who are searching
for God's answers to the problem of
how to save the family.

DOES anyone doubt that the family is in crisis in the
1990s? But who knows what to do about it? Many

people are attempting to provide sage advice as
better-marriage and child-management books proliferate
and as family counseling centers do a thriving business.

God tells us in the Scriptures, however, that the
wisdom of this world is foolishness in His sight. He
counsels us to tum to Him, the only genuine Source of
wisdom, for help and guidance.

'TWo couples did just that, and it changed their lives.
They found in the Bible and the Spirit of Prophecy the
true secrets--God's a joyous marriage and a
happy household. They discovered how to give to each
other and to their children what they most need, and the
results were amazing-so much so that they felt
compelled to share their exciting discoveries with others.

Hope Intemational is proud to offer a series ofaudio and
video presentations, recorded at Hope's January 1993 Week
of Prayer, by three of the founders of
Restoration International: Tom and SPEAKER
Alane Waters and Jim Hohnberger.

These tapes deal with such vital
topics as couple communication, child
discipline, and family finances. Most
importantly, the approach to every
subject is decidedly Christ-centered TomWaters
and Bible-based.
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